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M SI A A BEACON OF STABILITY I N THE REG ON, SAYS US OFFI Cl AL

KUALA LUWPUR, April 15 (Bernama) -- A United States official said today
t hat noder at e and predom nantly Musli mMal aysi a pl ays an i nportant role in
the global war on terrorismand is a beacon of stability in the region.

Assi stant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James
Kel Iy said over the | ast six nonths, the US had been gratified by the
strong contributions made by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad,
hi s government and t he Mal aysi an people to the international effort to
eradicate terrorism

"W want to further strengthen our cooperationin this area and further
i nvigorate our overall bilateral relationship," he said at a nedia briefing
at the US enmbassy here on the outcone of his visit to Mal aysi a whi ch began
on Fri day.

He said the US was pl eased that Dr Mahathir had accepted an invitation
fromPresident George W Bush to visit Washington fromMy 13 to 15 where
the two | eaders woul d undoubt edl y di scuss the full range of bilateral and
gl obal issues.

During his trip here, Kelly, who described it as "very productive", met
Dr Mahat hir, other Mal aysi an | eaders, private Mal aysi an experts in
governnmental affairs and nenbers of the American busi ness comunity.

Queried on the planned visit, Kelly said that he did not think there
was a precise agenda for the trip but noted that it would be held with the
background of good bilateral rel ations and nunerous devel opment s taki ng
pl ace i ncludi ng i nprovenents i n the Mal aysi an econony.

He said that the US and Mal aysi a al so enj oyed good busi ness and trade
relations.

"I'n the case of President Bush, (a) very inportant (thing) is to say
thank you to a respected | eader for a very stirring response in a gl obal
canpai gn agai nst terror," he said.

Kelly said that it would be the case of two | eaders -- one relatively
young and in office for less than a year and a half and another with great
experience in Asia and the world over many years -- to commmunicate in a direct

and honest way.

He was al so asked on whether the US was satisfied with efforts taken by
government s i n Sout heast Asia to combat the terrori smnenace.

"We are appreciative of their efforts. Governments have responded in
di fferent ways that are appropriate to their situation,” he said.

Kel | y added that such positive response was one of the heartening
el enents for Anmericans since the deadly terror attacks on New York and
Washi ngt on on Sept 11.

He is expected to | eave Mal aysi a today.
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