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Mahat hi r - Chi na
M SI A DOES NOT THI NK CH NA W LL I NDULGE I N M LI TARY ADVENTURES

By: Siti Hawa O hnman

TOKYO, May 21 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today that Ml aysia does not think that China will indulge in
mlitary adventures.

"Mal aysia believes that if we treat China like a future eneny, it wll
regard us as the eneny now and respond by arming itself to the teeth,” he
sai d.

The prime mnister said this in his keynote address entitled "China --
A Chal l enge Or An Qpportunity For Asean?" at the 8th N kkei Internationa
Conf er ence.

In his address thened "The Future of Asia -- Energing China And The
Changi ng Regi onal Franmework", he said that a policy of trying to contain
China mght very well lead to the Chinese boosting their military capacity
in order to match those of their potential eneny.

"Hi story has taught us that when the military nuscles are strong there
is always a desire to flex themand to test their capacity. It requires but
a mnor incident for a full-scale conflagration to follow " the prine
nm ni ster said.

Therefore, Dr Mahathir said that it was better for China to be accepted
as a mj or econoni c power.

"I't will be powerful but it will not totally donmi nate the world. The
US, Europe, Japan and even Korea will provide a counter bal ance,"” he said.

Hi storically, he said, China had not col onised other countries. In
contrast, the European countries conquered and col oni sed Asian countries
t housands of niles away from Europe.

The clash involving China in the future, he said, was going to be
econom ¢ and it woul d be between China and the other devel oped countri es.

Therefore, the prime mnister said, there was no reason for Sout heast
Asia to fear China's mlitary night.

But establishing a nechani smfor defusing potentially dangerous
di sputes was necessary, he said. The East Asia Economnmic G ouping (EAEG, he
said, could provide this nechani sm

The prime minister said that opposition to the EAEG was very difficult
t o under st and.

He said that the European Union was the product of the European
Econom ¢ Community (EEC) and the nost significant achi evement by the EEC
was not so nuch economc as half a century of peace it brought to Europe

Therefore, he said, it was possible that the proposed EAEG woul d resul t
in simlar peace for East Asia.

The sane goes for the proposed East Asia Mnetary Fund as an extension
of the swap arrangenent which he said could do no harmto no one, within
the grouping or outside it.

Today's problem he said, was likely to be financial and the fund
shoul d contribute towards earlier solutions when nmenber countries get into
financial difficulties.

On the rel ationshi p between China and the Sout heast Asian countries,
the prime mnister said that it was good.

He said that there were huge Chinese ninorities in all Southeast Asian
countries but they were loyal citizens.

Admittedly, he said, a fewstill would like to nmake these countries
i nto extensions of China by demandi ng that the Chi nese as Chi nese be
separated fromthe i ndi genous peopl e by havi ng a Chinese education system



separ ate and segregat ed Chi nese schools and preservation of all that is
Chi nese.

But these people, fewin nunbers, do not get the support of the
majority of the Chinese who wish to live in peace with the indigenous
peopl e and do busi ness and acquire wealth.

"W do not believe that the Chinese in Southeast Asia have any wish to
contribute towards China's overseas territorial ambitions or adventures. In
fact we think that they are loyal citizens and are good bridges for the
econom ¢ cooperation between Chi na and Sout heast Asia," he added.
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