12 MAR 2002
Terrorism
M SI A HOPES O C MEET COVES UP W TH STRATEGY TO TACKLE TERRORI SM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia is hopeful that the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (OC) Foreign Mnisters' neeting on
terrorismhere next month will formul ate sone formof action by which
menber countries will be able to address the terrorismnenace.

Foreign Mnistry Secretary-CGeneral Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak said
besides that, the collective voice of the OC on the subject of terrorism
woul d be reflected in the Kuala Lunmpur Declaration to be issued at the end
of the special gathering.

"There has been a nunber of conferences already held on this subject.
But this is the first tinme that we feel we could provide the opportunity
where all nenmber countries will be able to participate through the fornmat
of the general debate," he said.

Ahmad Fuzi told Bernana this after inspecting facilities at the Pal ace
of the Golden Horses in Seri Kenmbangan which will host the three-day
nmeeti ng begi nning April 1.

He said that apart fromdefining terrorism discussions on the root
causes of terrorismwoul d be one of the main features of the neeting.

"W need to look at it in a conprehensive manner. So the subject of
definition, question of root causes (of terrorisn) will be one of the main
elenents that will be discussed," he said.

He said that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d
deliver his keynote address on the first day of the gathering.

Ahmad Fuzi said that to date, 25 of the 56 O C nenbers had confirnmed
their participation at the level of mnisters or deputy mnisters.

Nevert hel ess, he said that Ml aysia was hopeful that the speci al
gathering woul d be attended by all menber countri es.

He said that arrangenents were being nade to ensure that many of the
smal l er O C nenber states were present at the neeting.

Representatives fromthe United Nations and the Arab League woul d al so
be invited, he said.

The neeting is being convened seven nonths after the Sept 11 suicide
attacks on the United States which destroyed the Wrld Trade Centre in New
York and partially damaged the Pentagon in Washi ngton, causing thousands of
people to lose their |ives.

The US subsequently attacked Afghanistan inits effort to hunt down
terrorists linked to the al -Qaeda group | ed by Saudi-born Osama bin Laden
said to be responsible for the attacks on Anerican soil

In the aftermath of Sept 11, the inmmge of Islamand the Mislim
community suffered with reports of Muslins being assaulted and their places
of worship or Islamic centres vandalised in nmany parts of the world.

Speaking in a television interviewin London |last nonth, Dr Mahathir
said that Kual a Lunmpur hoped that at the neeting, Islamc nations would
reach agreement to cone together and defend Islamas well as correct the
m sconception that |slamwas synonynous with terrorism

Ahmad Fuzi said: "It is inportant that we have a collective voice to
the effect that terrorismshould not be equated with Islam

"This is a very inportant aspect that we need to present to the outside
wor | d because the i mage of Miuslimecountries in general has suffered as a
result of statenents nade equating Islamwith terrorism... It is tinme that
this nmisperceptionis corrected.”

Queried on the possibility that certain countries would force their



vi ews on others, Ahmad Fuzi said that all countries should be able to adopt
the spirit of cooperation.

"I think this is where all countries will have to cooperate. If it
woul d | ead to a greater degree of cooperation anong the O C menber
countries, | think it would have achieved its objective,” he added.
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