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M SI A HOPES TO BE SOUTH- EAST ASI AN | NFO HUB FOR ASEM

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

COPENHAGEN, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- In what could propel its standing as
an informati on and conmuni cati ons centre, Ml aysia hopes to be the
Sout heast Asian information hub under Asia and Europe's joint endeavour to
devel op a Trans-Asia I nformati on Network.

The network is ainmed at bridging the information gap between Europe and
Asia in the political, socio and econom c aspects and in the process create
wi despread col | aboration in new areas and strengthen institutional
rel ati onshi ps.

Leaders fromboth continents neeting during the fourth Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM begi nning Monday, are expected to discuss the initiative
whi ch woul d conplete the inter-continental |inkage with France desi gnat ed
as the hub for Europe and South Korea for North Asia.

Providing an insight into issues to be discussed at the ASEM sumit for
whi ch Denmark is hosting amd tight security, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
Secretary-Ceneral, Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak, said the Mnistry of
Ener gy, Communi cations and Multinmedia would be the | ead agency to
operationalise such an initiative.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, is expected to arrive
here Sunday with his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, from London
for the neeting.

ASEMis an informal process of dial ogue and cooperation bringing
t oget her 15 European Union (EU) nmenbers and the European Conmmi ssion with 10
Asi an countries, nanely, Brunei, China, |Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,

Mal aysi a, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to hold bilateral nmeetings with Italian
President, Silvio Berlusconi and European Conm ssion President, Romano
Prodi while a neeting with French President, Jacques Chirac is bei ng worked
upon.

Ahmad Fuzi, who spoke to Malaysain journalists on the sidelines of the
senior officials neeting here today at the sprawing Bella Centre conpl ex,
sai d another issue of interest to Malaysia was the proposed establishnent
of the Asia-Europe Institute.

The institute, which comes under ASEM s educati onal exchange
initiative, is currently located at Universiti Ml aya offering a Masters
programre to students fromboth continents.

He al so said that Asian and European | eaders were expected to dwel ve
into Danish Prinme Mnister, Anders Fogh Rasnussen's statenent as the host
when the sumit ends.

O her issues include declarations on terrorismand peace in the Korean
Peni nsul a to be issued after the two-day gat hering of |eaders.

As for the declaration on terrorism he said that discussions would
i nclude peace initiatives in efforts to conbat terrorism

Here, Dr Mahathir could be expected to espouse Ml aysia's consi stent
position since the Sept 11 attacks on the United States, that besides
condeming all fornms of terrorismand supporting efforts to conbat the
menace, it was equally inportant to finding the root causes of terrorism
wi t hout which, the fight against it would be that nuch harder

Prior to Monday's ASEM summit, |eaders fromthe two continents woul d
meet for an informal working di nner Sunday ni ght whereby recent regiona
devel oprment s woul d be deli berated upon.

Some of the issues that might be discussed under this topic include



devel oprments in Sout heast Asia including security issues in the South China
Sea, peace in the Korean Peninsula, Asean plus three (Asean+3) cooperation
and enl argenent of the European Union,

Asean di pl omats said that the Asean+3 initiative is essentially the
East Asi an Econonmic Gouping initiated by Malaysia which is crucial to
forge a greater cohesion anpbng its economni es especially in tines of
econom ¢ and financial crises.

Ahrmad Fuzy said that the ASEM sumrit woul d begin Monday norning with a
political dialogue in the International situation in the aftermath of Sept
11 and New Security Issues which would include transnational crine.

Here, diplomats said Dr Mahathir coul d take advantage of the topic to
hi ghl i ght Mal aysi a's endeavour to deal with the illegal immgrants issue
and the difficulties and criticismit faces.

This would be followed by a | uncheon di al ogue on cul tures and
civilisations with the thene on "Unity in Diversity."

In the afternoon, |eaders would agai n converge for di scussions on
econom ¢ cooperation with enphasis on regi onal econom c and fi nanci al
priorities in the context of the gl obal economic situation.

On Tuesday, the final day of the summt, |eaders would touch on social,
cultural and educational issues with focus on human resource devel opnent
and educati onal exchange as well as fostering nmutual understanding,
reduci ng poverty and i ncreasi ng enpl oyability.

Dr Mahathir will hold a press conference on Tuesday after the summt
ends.
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