07 MAY 2002

Terrori sm agr eenent

M SI A, | NDONESI A AND THE PHI LI PPI NES SI GN TRI PARTI TE AGREEMVENT ON
TERRCRI SM

PUTRAJAYA, May 7 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia, Indonesia and the Philippines
today signed atripartite agreement to conbat transnational crime and
terrorismin the wake of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United
St at es.

The signing of the agreement on Exchange of Informati on and
Est abl i shment of Cormmuni cati on Procedures was wi tnessed by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Philippine President Goria Arroyo.

The Philippine |eader is on a one-day official visit to Malaysia to
attend the 35th International General Meeting of the Pacific Basin Economc
Counci | (PBEC).

Prior to the signing cerenobny, Dr Mahathir and Aroyyo had a four-eye
neeting at his office.

The agreement was i nked by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar
on behal f of Mal aysi a, his | ndonesi an count erpart Hassan Wraj uda and t he
Interior and Local Governnent Secretary Jose D. Lina Jr., for the
Phi | i ppi nes.

Speaking to reporters later, Syed Hanmid said a joint comrttee at the
official | evel would be set up to handl e i ssues i nvol ving transnati onal
crinmes such as smuggling and terrorism

"The committee will identify the framework of cooperation needed in our
wat ers and at our border to ensure safe passage for the transnati onal
travellers fromthe three countries," he said.

Syed Hanmi d said the agreement would not be linmted to the three
countries but open to any Asean countries interested i n becomn ng
signatories to the agreenent.

"There are indications that other Asean countries are al so interested
in joining," he said.

Asked whet her the agreenent was nmade to reject the claimby certain
quarters that the three countries were centres of terrorist activities,
Syed Hamid said it was never proved that the region was a centre of
terrorism

However, he said the agreenent would showto the world that the three
countries were determned in their efforts to w pe out transnational crines
to ensure peace in the region.

On the neeting between Dr Mahathir and Arroyo, he said it was on
bilateral ties and Arroyo was satisfied with the outcone.

Meanwhi | e, speaking at a news conference after delivering a keynote
address at the on-goi ng Conference of Endowrent and Islamc Affairs
M nisters in Kual a Lunpur earlier today, Dr Mahathir said the signing of
t he pact woul d be useful.

He said this was because the authorities involved would be able to
exchange i nformati on about the novenents and activities of nmilitants.

Dr Mahat hir said: "As you know, these people have this idea of form ng
what they call a single Islamc state out of Mal aysia, | ndonesia and the
Phi | i ppi nes.

"But what is their Islamic state | don't know because | haven't seen
themdo anything. (But) they do a | ot of danage to the people, carry out a
lot of terrorist attacks and things Ilike that."
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