18 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Tr ade
M SI A MULLS M LK | MPORTS FROM PAKI STAN TO NARROW TRADE GAP

By: Azman U ang

| SLAMABAD, COct 18 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is considering to buy mlk and
ot her dairy products fromPaki stan as a neans to narrowthe bilateral trade
i mbal ance now hugely inits favour, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d here today.

But it would be up to Mal aysian consumers to decide if they would
switch to Pakistani m |k and such products whi ch Mal aysi a now | argel y
sourced from New Zeal and and Australia, he told | eadi ng Paki stani
busi nessnen at a di al ogue at the Serena Hotel here where the prime mnister
is staying during his two-day visit starting today.

Dr Mahat hir said al t hough Mal aysi a had a popul ation of 24 nillion
peopl e, its consunpti on of food products was nore than many countries with
a nmuch | arger popul ati on and the country was i nporting goods from
practically all over the world.

"You have to conpete in our market to see if our consuners like the
taste of your milk products because we can't force themto buy anyt hi ng
they don't like as our market is a very free one," he said.

During t he di al ogue, several Pakistani businessnen i npressed on the
prinme mnister a wi de range of products that Ml aysia could inmport to
address the trade i nbal ance nowin Ml aysia's favour by aratio of 9:1.

A busi nessnman sai d Paki stan produced 26 billionlitres of milk annually
fromeight million cows and 40 million buffaloes and its mlk was the
second cheapest in the world after New Zeal and.

The prinme mnister asked Paki stani busi nessnen to send nore trade
m ssions to Malaysiato introduce their products to Mal aysi an consuners.

He al so said Pakistan could | ook into planting oil palmto reduce its
i mports of pal moil which nowwas the country's |argest inmport itemfrom
Mal aysi a.

"We t ook rubber seeds fromBrazil and pal moil clones fromWst Africa
but now we produce better clones than themand that is why we are not quite
wel come in these countries and we are the world' d | argest exporter of palm
oil," he said.

He al so said a key to Mal aysia's sucess as a trading nation was its
consi stent policy and political stability that enabl ed t he country to have
trade as a |l arger conponent of its gross donmestic product (GDP) than even
Japan and the United States.

He said sone 82 per cent of Malaysia's exports were nmanufactured goods
and with only 18 per cent being primary conmodities.

Dr Mahathir later inaugurated the RML.8 billion Liberty power plant, a
ful | y-owned i ndependent power producer by Mal aysi a's Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd.
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