21 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r - Pol and
M SI A, POLAND AGREE TO ENHANCE TRADE TI ES

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

WARSAW March 21 (Bernama) - A special pronotion for Ml aysian pal moi
is to be held in Poland as the two countries agreed today to enhance trade
ties.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said the pronotion was
ai med at explaining the use of palmoil not just for cooking but for the
manuf act ure of many food products and detergent.

"I"'mtold that the Polish people are not very conversant w th pal m oi
which is the reason why you do not use as nuch palmoil as you should," he
told a joint press conference with his Polish counterpart Leszek Ml er
followi ng their tal ks here Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir arrived here this norning fromGermany as spring is
starting in Poland, a country as big as Malaysia but with a bigger
popul ati on of 39 mllion.

The prinme minister is on the last |eg of a nine-day, three-nation tour
that began i n Russi a.

During the talks, the two prine nmnisters agreed on the need for
Mal aysia and Poland to inprove their trade ties despite the geographica
di stance between them

"Mal aysia is a trading nation and we need new narkets all the tine.
Therefore, we would like to inprove our trade with Pol and,"” he said.

He said two countries should step up their trade directly and not
through third countri es.

He said Mal aysia was interested in many areas of manufacturing found in
Pol and such as steel, aircraft, construction, machi nery and rail ways.

He said they also agreed to inprove the facility for air travel as
there was great scope for increasing tourism

However, nore information on Pol and was needed to attract Mal aysi an
tourists to this country, he said.

"By giving nore information on each other's product, | think we would
be able to inprove the trade between our two countries,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said MIler had accepted his invitation to visit
Mal aysi a.

Asked if they tal ked about possible defence purchase, he said, they
tal ked about the possibility of Ml aysia acquiring sone defence systemfrom
Pol and whi ch was wel | -known for it.

"It's not finalised but Poland is very high on the list,"” he told a
Pol i sh journalist who asked what was agreed.

When anot her reporter asked how | ong was the list, Dr Mahathir said:
"The |ist has been narrowed down so that now for certain itens, Poland is
practically at the top.

"For all this things, we have to study very carefully because other
people too are trying to pronote their products and we have to nake a
choice, so we take a bit of tine," he said.

Pol and has offered to sell, anpbng other things, main battle tanks, of
which the Prime M nister was scheduled to witness a denonstration |ater
today. Liszek regarded Dr Mahathir's visit as a breakthrough i n enhancing
ties especially in econom c cooperation.

Wth such agreenents as the avoi dance of doubl e taxation and invest nent
in place, he said, it would encourage Polish producers and investors to
send their products to Ml aysi a.

Li szek becane prinme minister after his Denocratic Left Alliance (SLD)



secured an overall nmajority in parlianentary election | ast Septenber. After
their talks, both prime nministers headed their respective sides for
del egati on di scussi on.

The Ml aysi an del egati on conpri sed, anmong others, Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, International Trade and Industry M nister
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was accorded a red carpet wel cone, marking the
first Malaysian prine mnister to visit Poland since diplomatic relations
wer e established between the two countries 30 years ago.

Dr Mahathir later met with Polish President Al eksander Kwasni ewski and
addressed a Mal aysi a- Pol and busi ness | uncheon.
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