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Mahat hi r-Putin
M SI A, RUSSI A TO ENHANCE TI ES | N W DE- RANG NG AREAS

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW WMarch 14 (Bernama) - Russian President Viadimr Putin has
accepted an invitation to visit Malaysia as the two countries pledged to
enhance their bilateral ties in w de-rangi ng areas.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad extended the invitation
to Putin during their talks at the Grand Krem in Pal ace on the second day
of his three-day official visit to Mbscow.

Describing the talks as fruitful, Dr Mahathir said a | ot of areas were
covered, including bilateral cooperation in research and devel opnent, trade
and the possibility of sending Ml aysian students here and staff for
training.

"W al so discussed the possibility of purchasing sonme mlitary
equi pnrent from Russia and for this we will study the possibilities," he
said at a joint press conference with Putin after they led their respective
sides for delegation neeting that followed their "four-eyed" talks.

Dr Mahathir is here on the first stop of a nine-day visit to three
countries that will also take himto Germany and Poland. He will |eave for
Stuttgart, Gernmany on Sat urday.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was | ooking forward to cooperate with Russia
in the area of weather control.

He was i npressed with the work and findings of the Russian Federa
Service for Hydrometeorol ogy and Environnental Monitoring Service
(Rosgi dronet) which he visited this norning.

Putin echoed Dr Mahathir's optim smthat the neeting would contribute
towards greater cooperation and interaction between the two countri es.

He noted that Russia-Mal aysia relations were devel opi ng positively and
that the visit by Dr Mahathir had enabled themto anal yse the current state
of the bilateral ties.

The two countries would cel ebrate the 35th anniversary of their
di pl omatic rel ati ons next nonth.

"We have identified prospects and areas of future cooperation including
econom ¢ interaction,” he said through an interpreter.

Acknowl edgi ng Mal aysia as a maj or producer of electronic equiprent,
Putin said the country woul d nmake a good partner with Russia in carrying
out cooperation in hi-tech areas.

He al so noted that Mal aysia had | aunched a satellite using a Russian
space vehicle and that they had al so | ooked into the possibility of
conti nui ng the cooperation

"Mal aysia is | ocated on the Equator and this is a very conveni ent place
for such activities," he said.

Russi a was al so keen to cooperate with Ml aysia in areas such as
ener gy, hydro-energy and bi o-technol ogy, he said.

The two countries, he said, had good cooperation in defence and this
coul d be enhanced.

"Ml aysi an experts had the opportunity to see the high quality of
Russian nmilitary equi pment...our experts believe that it is possible for us
to devel op not only trade in this area but al so cooperation,” he said.

On international affairs especially concerning terrorism Putin said
Russia agreed with Ml aysia that attention nust be given to elimnate the
root causes of the problem

"The role of the United Nations should be strengthen in many areas
including to fight terrorism" he said.



He said Russia wel coned the recent resolution of the UN Security
Counci| that recognises the rights of the Pal estinians to have their own
state.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia appreciated Russia's stand in dealing with
the problemin West Asia in particular the Pal estinian issue.

Putin said Moscow woul d support direct trade Iinks between the Russian
regions with Mal aysi an partners.

Leaders of sone of the regions also attended the del egation talks in an
effort to establish contacts.

The Ml aysi an del egati on i nclude Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Science, Environnment and
Technol ogy M nister Datuk Seri Law H eng Ding, Health M nister Datuk Chua
Jui Meng and Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz.

- - BERNAMA

AZZ RV TS



	M'SIA, RUSSIA TO ENHANCE TIES IN WIDE-RANGING AREAS (bERNAMA 14/03/2002)

