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M SI A TO CONSI DER SENDI NG Al D FOR PALESTI NI ANS | N JENI N

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
said he will submt a proposal to the governnment for Ml aysia to send
monet ary, food or nedical assistance to the victins of Israeli mlitary
attacks at the Pal estinian refugee settlenent in Jenin.

The Prime Mnister said he had just received a report regarding the
situation there conpiled by a friend i n Dubai .

"He showed pictures of destruction in Jenin which depicted as though
t here had been a nassive earthquake there.

"He requested that we |aunch an effort to provide assistance and | will
submt a proposal to the governnent that we provide nonetary, food or
nmedi cal assistance," he said at a nedia conference after delivering his
keynote address at the Seventh Conference of the Mnisters of Endowrent and
Islami c Affairs, here.

Dr Mahathir was critical of a United Nations' decision to disband a
fact-finding mssion to probe what had actually happened in Jenin anid
claims that Pal estinians had been nassacred there.

The Prime M nister questioned the discrimnatory practices of the UN as
denonstrated by the world body's insistence that it be allowed to inspect
Iraqi installations to keep its nucl ear weapons programe i n check.

"If they have to inspect, then the UN rnust inspect all or else the UN
shoul d not inspect anything at all," he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said it was his frank belief that nore acts
of terror would be conmitted as | ong as the West Asian probl emwas not
resol ved as Muslimanger was much greater now.

He said after the Sept 11 attacks on the United States, Mislim
countries had expressed willingness to cooperate in the fight against
terrorismbut they now had to face discrimnatory interpretation of
terrorism

"Israeli terrorismis not condemmed whereas attacks by Arafat's people
are condemmed. That is grossly unfair. And therefore Miuslins today are much
more angry than they were before,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this was because |Israel took the world opinion agai nst
terrorismas an opportunity to attack the Pal estinians on the pretext that
the Pal estinians were terrorists.

"But Israeli attacks are state terrorismand in fact state terrorismis
wor se because it is sanctioned by a government. The acts carried out by
Pal estinians are not sanctioned by the (Pal estinian) governnment," he added.

In fact, he said, the Pal estinian governnent was prevented from havi ng
any control over its own people who took the lawinto their own hands out
of desperation

Stressing that that he did not condone suicide bonbings, Dr Mahathir
said one had to accept that the Pal estinians had no choi ce as nobody was
hel pi ng t hem

Touchi ng on the Organisation of Islanmic Conference (OC), the Prine
M ni ster said the unbrella body of Muslimcountries nust be renmi nded to be
ef fective and tone down on differences.

"I know it is very sensitive for ne to say that, but | feel |I have a
need to say it," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the O C could issue strongly-worded statenments on the
situation in Pal estine but nobody woul d bot her as Muslins thensel ves were
di vided and appeared to be unable to do anything about it.



That was why, he said, Muslins nust find nore effective ways to address
the issue, including by identifying their strength and weaknesses.

"l do not believe that the 1.3 billion Muslins in the world cannot do
anything. We can, but we nust think not to act out of frustration, out of
anger. That's pointless,” he said.

To a question on why Muslins especially the Arabs could not see eye to
eye on issues affecting them he said this was because Muslins in genera
only tal ked about Islamwhen in reality they did not follow the teachings
of the religion

"Alot of us talk about Islam c brotherhood and then we kill each
other. Like in Algeria, they kill Mislins because of Islam That is not
right, that is not the teaching of Islam" he added.
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