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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysi a proposes to establish
a nedia centre known as the Sout h-South Information Gateway (SSIG inits
effort to provide first-hand and authentic sources of news and i nformation
fromthe South countri es.

Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today the centre woul d
act as a depository for all news and TV progranmes wi thin the South
fraternity.

"The basic idea of this initiative is to pronote the best interest of
the countries of the South through the exchange of news nmaterial where the
South's perspective will be enphasised,” he said at the opening of the
seventh conference of Asean ministers responsible for information, here.

Khalil said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad nooted t he
i dea of the SSIG during the Langkawi |nternational Dialogue in 1999.

Dr Mahathir had then expressed the inportance of smart partnership that
needs to be applied by all nations for the sake of mutual prosperity and
equal benefit sharing anbng the South countries, he said.

Khal il said Mal aysia and the South countries had al ready | aunched the
Smart News Network International (SNNI) last year, and it would be a
conmponent of the SSIG

"It is hoped that with the exchange of news material s and programes
anong t he Sout h-South countries, we woul d be able to counter the erroneous
vi ews and opi nions as well as negative perceptions of the Wstern nedia and
inreturn will be able to transmt information directly to our clients,"” he
sai d.

Presently, the mnister said, western-oriented reports were giVving
their own views, including on the systempractised in South countri es,
either with inputs fromlocal sources or by "instant experts” who wite
extensively and authoritatively after being in a particular country for
just a few days.

"These so-called experts tend to conme with a pre-ordai ned expectation
or inpression of that country and proceed to find the evidence to bol ster
their theory, be it on the issue of human rights or haze or whatever
strikes the fancy of the newspaper or agency which sent them™" he said.

Khalil also said that Ml aysia had al ways taken serious steps towards
t he pronotion of greater Asean awareness anmong its people.

Its media and i nformati on services, both public and private, had pl ayed
an inmportant role in dissem nating informati on and news about Asean.

The Mal aysi an public nmedia had undertaken to present Asean in their
various programmes while its print nedia had been supportive of the
governnent's efforts to pronbote Asean anpong its people and the
i nternational community, he said.

Its electronic nmedia had al so taken an active and positive role in
pronoting Asean in their daily progranmres.

On Asean, Khalil said that the nations of Southeast Asia had managed to
bi nd thensel ves in friendship and cooperation in the regional grouping
through joint efforts and sacrifices for their peoples and for their
bl essi ngs of peace, freedomand prosperity.

Al t hough there were tines they had di sputes of varying nmagnitude with
t heir nei ghbours, the problens were resol ved through peaceful nmeans, he
added.

"This feature in intra-Asean relations is the pillar of the grouping's



stability and dynanism" he said.
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