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M SI A TO | MPLEMENT JB- PADANG BESAR DOUBLE TRACKI NG ELECTRI FI ED RAI L
SYSTEM

JOHOR BAHARU, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the governnment is proceeding with the devel opnent
of arail transportation systemincluding the inplenmentation of a double
tracking electrified rail systemfromhere to Padang Besar.

He said that even though it would cost billions of ringgit, it would be
an i nvestnent which would contribute to the nation's econony.

"Maybe the returns for KTM (Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu Berhad) will not be
much but through this railway service, nore destinations will enjoy val ue
added, " he sai d when conmi ssioning the project for the extension of the
rail link fromKulai to the Port of Tanjung Pel epas (PTP) at Wsma PTP
her e.

Dr Mahathir said that the cost of the double tracking electrified rai
systemwas substantial as even the rail |ink extension project stretching
31.5 kilometres cost RVb0OO million.

"That's for a single track...for double tracking, it will cost billions
of ringgit," he said.

The prinme minister said it was very clear that rail service could be
very efficient and while Ml aysia could not afford to have fast trains that
travel at a speed of 280kman hour, in tinme it would be possible for the
country to be serviced by trains which travel at a speed of 150kmto 180km
an hour.

Dr Mahathir said that when the double tracking electrified rail system
isin place, the travelling time from Singapore to Kuala Lunpur woul d be as
short as two-and-a-quarter hours to two-and-a-half hours.

"It would take us quite sonmetine to do it and would require a | ot of
expenditure but | expect that it would be a worthwhile investnent," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that in undertaking such a project, the governnent
does not think in ternms only of the direct profits fromthe train
operations but also of the spin-off effects fromhaving a good railway
system

Relating it to the North-South Expressway project, he said that
trenendous growt h happened al ong t he hi ghway where new t ownshi ps and
i ndustries sprang up attracting i nvestnents as spin-off effects.

"In the end, of course the people will benefit and the country wll
benefit and we will grow nmuch faster,"” he said.

That was why, he said, the government was prepared to spend a | ot of
nmoney to i nprove and noderni se the country's transportation system

Dr Mahathir said this was the foresight of the governnent which was
prepared to nake investrment in the inplenmentation of infrastructure not

only for direct profit but also to generate econonic grow h.

"I't is not by accident that Ml aysia has grown nuch faster than nost
ot her devel oping countries. It has grown because we have nmde very prudent
use of whatever funds we have," he said.

The prime minister said that the rail |ink extension project was an
exanpl e of a high-cost project which could generate greater econom c growth
whereby the rail |ink service would enable the PTP to handl e a hi gher
vol une of cargo and cont ai ners.

The PTP, |aunched by Dr Mahat hir on March 13, 2000, chal ked a five-fold
growth in the handling of containers fromonly 418,218 TEUs in 2000 to 2.05
mllion TEUs | ast year.



Dr Mahat hir congratul ated the PTP nanagenent for its success which
contributed towards the growth in the handling of containers in ports
t hroughout the country.

The prime minister said that 10 years ago he had been told that
Mal aysi an ports handl ed only one nillion containers whereas the port in a
nei ghbouring country handl ed 12 mllion containers.

But currently, he said, between the PTP and Port Kl ang al one, they
handl e six mllion containers.
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