18 JUL 2002
Syed Hani d- Powel |
M SI A TO TELL PONELL | TS OPPCSI TI ON TO MOVE TO REPLACE ARAFAT

PUTRAJAYA, July 18 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will tell U S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell, during his visit the country at the end of the nonth,
that it is against nove by the U .S to replace Pal estinian | eader Yasser
Ar af at .

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said such interference
woul d be i nappropriate and woul d only back nove by Israel to isolate
Ar af at .

Mal aysia, he said would also urge the U S. to play a positive and
effective role in helping toresolve the conflict in Palestine, hetold
reporters after receiving a call fromthe Mal aysi an honorary consul in
Casabl anca, Morrocco, Ahmed Fai ssel El-Kadiri at his office here today.

Syed Hamid said that if the U S. wanted peace in the region, it could
draw up a forrmula that woul d be acceptable to Israel while giving
recognition to a free and i ndependent Pal estini an state.

"W will al so express our views on several issues involving bilateral
ties," he said.

Powell will make an official visit to Malaysia on July 29 and 30,
bef ore attendi ng t he Asean Regi onal Forumand Asean Foreign M nisters
Meeting in Brunei on July 31.

He is al so scheduled to visit Singapore, Indonesia and Thail and.

Syed Hani d sai d that as expected by the Pal estinian | eadershi p,

Mal aysi a woul d continue to raise at the international | evel the issue on
Pal esti ne.

"Israel will do just about anything, including disobeying international
| aw and the U.N. Security Council but get away with it because of the
strong support it gets," he said.

Powel | was reported to have said recently that he would be willing to
consi der a proposal to nake Arafat a figurehead | eader above a prine
m nister with executive powers.

Powel | was al so reported to have said that the U S. believes Arafat has
no place in future peace talks.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yest erday al so expressed
obj ection to the nove, saying that the Pal estinians shoul d deci de their own
| eader.

Syed Hami d al so said Powell's visit, though short, woul d be meani ngf ul
to Mal aysi a because of its ties with the U S., nade cl oser after Dr
Mahathir's visit to the U S. |ast May.

He said the nmany visits of late by U S. officials to the country
reflected their confidence in Malaysiainits role inthe fight against
terrorism
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