30 AUG 2002
Mahat hir-111egal s
M SI A TRYI NG TO DEFUSE | LLEGAL WORKERS | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Malaysia is trying its best to defuse the illega
wor kers issue in a rational way.

"I amtrying to defuse this in a very rational way. If (they claim
that) we mistreat them let themcone and see,” he told reporters after
chairing the Umo Suprene Council neeting at the party headquarters here

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on clains by the Philippines and
I ndonesi a that Mal aysia had nmistreated illegal workers fromthose countries
when they were detained at hol di ng canps.

Mal aysi a had enbarked on a deportation exercise involving hundreds of

t housands of illegal workers during an ammesty period which ended on July
31 this year.

Since then, amended immigration | aws providing for caning and jailing
of illegal immgrants have cone into effect.

Asked on the burning of the Jalur Genilang by Philippine and | ndonesi an
protesters in front of the Ml aysi an enbassy in Manila and Jakarta
respectively, Dr Mahathir said their actions did not reflect the stands of
t heir governnents.

Dr Mahathir said inmgrant workers had never raised the issue of being
m streated when they were working illegally in the country.

"They stayed here for years, used our hospital facilities. (They) never
said they were mistreated," he said.

The prime mnister was al so asked to coment on a report in "The
Washi ngt on Post" today which said Mal aysi a was anong countri es where the
Al - Qaeda group ni ght have mai ntai ned financial accounts.

"As far as we know, there is none," he said, adding that Ml aysia had
gi ven an undertaking to cooperate with other authorities to investigate the
possi bl e exi stence of such accounts.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the proposal to teach Science and
Mat hematics in English in primary schools next year.

"No change (in the governnent's decision) to use English to teach

Sci ence and Maths in primary one next year, but we will listen to their
views," he said.
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