13 MAR 2002
Rocket - Russi a
M SI A WANTS TO USE ROCKETS FOR PUTTI NG QUT FI RES

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 13 (Bernama) -- A | eadi ng Russi an astronautical conpany
will study the possibility of using rockets to induce rainto fight open
fires in Ml aysia.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnment M nister Datuk Seri Law Hi eng Di ng
has asked t he conpany, Mashinostroyenia, to conduct the study.

The conpany has | aunched many rockets and satellites since its
formati on 50 years ago

"Now we are using aircraft to make artificial rain, and if possible we
want to use rockets," he told Mal aysian journalists who are here to cover
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's visit.

He said the proposal on using rockets was nooted because the Fire and
Rescue Depart ment was facing probl ens entering certain places to fight open
fires.

Law, who visited the conpany's factory here yesterday, said the conpany
was keen to conduct the study.

He said the proposal was part of Mlaysia's efforts to enhance
cooperation with other countries to devel op space technol ogi es.

Law sai d Mal aysi a was al so keen to cooperate with Russia in undertaking
projects in bio-technology, a field which the forner is devel opi ng.

For this purpose, 60 scientists and officials fromthe two countries
are attending a three-day seninar on bio-organi c chenistry whi ch began here
yest er day.

"The i nterest shown by Russian scientists is very high, and thereis a
possibility we may cooperate in this field," said Law, who opened the
sem nar at the Shemyaki n- Ovchi nni kov I nstitute of Bio-organic Chemistry
here.

He said the prime nminister would visit the institute on Friday to
wi t ness t he signing of a menorandum of under st andi ng bet ween t he Mal aysi an
Sci ence Acadeny and t he Russi an Sci ence Acadenmy.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive here at 8.45 tonight (1.45am
Mal aysian tine) for a three-day official visit as part of a three-country
tour, which will also take himto Germany and Pol and.

Law said the areas with potential for bio-organic cooperation are
pl ants, ani mal s, nmedici ne, industries, environnent, food, bio-pharmcy and
nmol ecul ar bi ol ogy.

He hoped it coul d be done along the |lines of the biotechnol ogy
partnershi p progranmme between Ml aysi a and t he Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MT) in the United States.

"Wth MT we have undertaken research on Tongkat Ali, coriander and oi
pal m and we hope to forge simlar cooperation w th Russian institutions,"
he said.
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