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M SI A WELCOMES | RAQ S ACCEPTANCE OF UN WEAPONS | NSPECTI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has wel comed Iraq's decision to
accept a new United Nations Security Council resolution calling on Baghdad
to disarmbut is sceptical that the threat of war against lraq is over.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d that there woul d be
ot her accusations against Iraq that would justify mlitary action.

"For the time being, there will be arespite, until the US feels it
(lrag) is no longer athreat,” he said during a dial ogue with 31 menbers of
t he Japan National Press C ub here today.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia opposes any military action against Iraq
as it woul d anger nore Musli ns.

"Because any act will sinply anger nore Muslins and there'll be nore
recruited for the terrorrist groups, that is why we oppose nilitary
action," he said.

Iraq yesterday accepted the new UN Security Council resol ution
denmandi ng Baghdad to all ow UN arns experts unhi ndered access to any site
suspect ed of produci ng chem cal, biological or nucl ear weapons, or face the
consequences.

The prine mnister said that previ ous weapons i nspectors conpl ai ned
that they were unable to carry out their work because they were pressured
to provide i nfomati on that was not relevant to their tasks.

He hoped that this tinme around, the i nspectors would submt a good
report to avoid any possibl e war.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysi a does not propose to take a high profile
role over the Iraq issue.

He said that he had witten letters to superpower |eaders including US
Presi dent George W Bush, French President Jacques Chirac and German
Chancel | or Gerhard Schroder.

"What we have been doing is to try to explain to the big powers the
danger of mlitary actionin lraqg,"” he said.

However, he said, the efforts were all the country could do as Mal aysi a
does not have any cl out.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia had comruni cated with Muslimcountries
to explain the need for themto focus on their internal problens and
devel op their countries.

He however regretted that not nuch had been done.
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