26 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
M SIA WLL NOT DEPLOY WARSHI PS OFF PULAU BATU PUTEH, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 26 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Malaysia will not deploy its security forces and
warships in the vicinity of Pulau Batu Puteh, a small rocky outcrop | ocated
15 nautical mles off Pengerang in Johor.

"W wish to avoid a confrontation. We're not about to wage war with
anyone...we're not giving in, but we're not |ooking for a reason to engage
in battle,"” he told reporters after attending an Aidilfitri gathering
hosted by the Prine Mnister's Departnent here.

He was asked to comment on the call by Barisan Nasional (BN) Youth
chai rman Dat uk H shanuddi n Tun Hussein yesterday for the governnent to
consi der deploying the mlitary and warships in the waters off Pul au Batu
Put eh where Si ngapore has carried out construction and devel opnent work
when ownership of the island is in dispute.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore are locked in a territorial dispute over the
i sland and both sides have agreed to bring the dispute to the Internationa
Court of Justice (1QJ).

Asked on the action to be taken by Malaysia in the event that Singapore
refuses toratify the agreenent to pave way for the dispute to be brought
tothe I1CJ, Dr Mahathir said: "We'll think about it when the tine cones."

Yesterday, the Prime Mnister said that Kuala Lunpur had been ready
with the necessary docunents for arbitration since 1998 when Ml aysi a and
Si ngapore agreed in principle to refer the dispute to the I CJ but Singapore
had yet to come up with the necessary docunentation to support its claim

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to coment on the fund-raising campaign
conducted by PAS purportedly to save the Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (SAR),
religious schools nostly run by the state governnents, follow ng a proposa
to absorb theminto the national school system A sum of RMLOO, 000 was
reported to have been coll ected over the | ast three weeks.

Dr Mahathir said that the government had no right to intervene if the
funds were being collected fromanong PAS nenbers.

"However, if they were to nake a public collection without any permt,
that's an offence,” he said.

Yesterday, Deputy Information M nister Datuk Zai nudin Miidin rem nded
the people not to be deceived by such efforts by PAS

Zai nuddi n has said that the canpaign was a political nove and t he noney
col |l ected could be used for political activities.

Conmenting on the report of the Public Conplaints Bureau in the Prine
M nister's Department on red tape at state Land Ofices, Dr Mahathir said
that the government had begun to identify weaknesses contributing to the
delay in the approval of land titles.

"We'll study, we'll exanine...we've already enbark on such efforts," he
sai d.

According to the bureau's report, the nunber of conplaints agai nst Land
O fices was the second hi ghest received fromthe public agai nst gover nnent
agenci es. The conpl ai nts include delay in approval and i ssuance of titles.
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