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MAHATHI R- BI OTECHNCOLOGY

M SI AN RESEARCHERS NEED TO COLLABORATE W TH FOREI GN SCI ENTI STS &
ENTERPRI SES

KUALA LUVMPUR, COct 1 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian researchers need to
coll aborate with foreign scientists and enterprises in order to exploit and
benefit fromthe huge resources that the country has, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d.

"Conmpar atively speaki ng our research & devel opment (R&D) has not
resulted in many new patents bei ng regi stered, nuch | ess newenterprise
bei ng l aunched, " he said this in his keynote address at the Internationa
Conventi on on Bi ot echnol ogy 2002 here t oday.

He said this situation reflected the i nadequaci es within the country
whi ch had not mat ched the resources and potential of Ml aysia.

Researchers nust therefore accept the need to share their di scoveries
with entrepreneurs and i nvestors while a formula for sharing nust be
institutionalised sothat researchers get afair return on their work, he
added.

"Researchers are a special breed of people. They need a | ot of patience
and deep interest in their studies and work. Wil e they can probably nake a
| ot of noney fromtheir research, it remains for others to believe in the
potential of their results and to be willing to invest |arge suns of nobney
over a prol onged period before any return can be expected," he said.

Referring to the Eastern tradition, he said know edge was not usually
shared and the reci pe or fornula for treatnent of di seases woul d usually
die with the practitioner or at best inherited by their children

However, Mal aysia is conscious of its wealth of resources inthe field
of bi otechnol ogy and i s not selfish to deprive the world of the wonders
t hat can be devel oped fromthese resources.

Therefore, collaborations in research are wel comed under conditions
whi ch al | ow Mal aysi ans a fair share of the benefit, Dr Mahat hir added.

In the Ei ghth Mal aysi an Pl an, bi ot echnol ogy has been identified as a
major initiative in the pronotion of science and technol ogy, R&D and
t echnol ogi cal innovation and the main inplenentation vehiclefor thisis
Bi oVal | ey Mal aysi a.

Asked to updat e about this programrme at a press conference, Dr Mahathir
said no buil ding had been set up as yet while researches currently were
done at different research centres, universities and institutions.

"We are afraid that there may be duplications in researches, sothat is
why we woul d |i ke to gather themall at BioValley under three research
institutions of genom cs, pharmaceutical and agriculture,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, BioValley is designed to enable the co-location of a
critical mass of researchers, industry workers and entrepreneurs in an
environment created to facilitate networking, sharing of information and
i deas and t he devel opnent of conmercial activities pertainingto biotech

It will incorporate research, conmercial, educational, recreational and
residential facilities including azone catering specifically for
manuf acturing. -- BERNAMVA
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