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Mahat hi r - GDP
M SI A'S TRADE CONTRI BUTES SI GNI FI CANTLY TO GDP

ALOR GAJAH, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Malaysia's total trade contributes significantly to
its gross donestic product (CGDP), even higher than that of sone devel oped
economi es.

"Mal aysia's total trade is one of the highest in the world. For
countries like Japan, its inports and exports contribute only nine percent
of the country's CGDP, while in the USit is only 18 percent,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when performng the ground-breaki ng cerenony of
Kol ej Universiti Tekni kal Kebangsaan Ml aysi a (KUTKM at Durian Tungga
here. The RW50 million KUTKM woul d be fully conpleted in 2010.

Mel aka Chief M nister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam Education M nister
Tan Sri Musa Mohamad and KUTKM chai rman Tan Sri Mohd Sal eh Sul ong were
anong sone 3,000 people at the cerenony.

"This is our achievenment. Fromwhat is seen, our rakyat are capabl e of
manuf act uri ng sophi sticated products, and expertise is inmportant as
Mal aysia is a trading country," he said.

However, he said that the products were manufactured by foreign-owned
conpani es as Mal aysi an conpani es were still not capabl e of achieving the
sophi sticated | evel required.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysi ans needed to be conpetitive and to
acqui re the highest | evel of know edge so that they could help the country
to achieve its vision.

"That is why the governnent is willing to invest billions of ringgit to
devel op educational institutions at all levels, including building
uni versities.

"I'n the last 10 years, the nunmber of universities has nushrooned, in
the hope that the future generation will have w de know edge,"” he said.

He said know edge was inportant for the people's well-being and to nmake
Mal aysi a a devel oped country, the people's per capita income had to be
raised.

"We cannot be a devel oped country if the people do not have adequate
know edge in all fields. The people should know how to design, invent and
produce goods not only for the country's needs but also for the world
mar ket s, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people should realise that know edge was i nport ant
for the country's devel opnent, especially in the fields of science,

t echnol ogy and engi neeri ng.

He al so wanted the people to be inculcated with positive attitudes and
hi gh noral val ues.

"W do not want students to get high qualifications but use it
(know edge) to commit sophisticated crimes. Know edge wi t hout high nora
val ues can be abused to bring dire consequences," he said.

He said the civilisation of sonme people who used atom ¢ and nucl ear
bonbs to kill others was nore primitive than the Stone Age conmunity.
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