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M SI A-US Tl ES GETTI NG STRONGER, SAYS PM

By: Jaafar Hussin and E. Si vabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 15 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia can expect nore positive ties
with the United States following a change in attitude of the Bush
adm ni stration now, said Datuk Seri Dr Muhathir Mhamad.

The prime mnister said that it could clearly be seen that Washi ngton
was now giving greater attention and pl aci ng hi gh hopes on Ml aysi a.

The change in attitude was very obvious, conpared with the situation
during the Reagan and O inton admi nistration.

"I'f previously Ml aysia was regarded as insignificant, nowit look Iike
we are being given greater attention and at the sane tine they are placing
hi gh hopes on Ml aysi a," he said.

He said this when briefing Mal aysian journalists on the outcone of his
di scussions with President George W Bush and top US officials including
Vi ce President Dick Cheney, congressnen and senators here Tuesday.

Dr Mahathir said that followng the change in attitude, both countries
coul d expect better ties in future.

According to the prinme mnister, his discussions with the US top
officials, covering various issues, had enabled himto explain to them
Mal aysia's prescriptions pertaining to such issues.

He said that during his discussions with Cheney and National Security
Advi ser Condol eezza Rice, he had explained in detail issues he had
di scussed with Bush earlier

They appeared to be appreciative of Mal aysia's stand even though there
was a difference of opinion over sone issues.

Dr Mahathir said that he al so expressed his appreciation over
Washi ngton's stand on the establishment of a Pal estinian state.

He said that he had expressed the need for boundaries and settlenents
to be determined for both conflicting parti es.

Apart fromthat, Dr Mahathir said that he had al so stated that there
woul d certainly exist within two conflicting parties, people who wish to
derail the peace process for personal reasons or to project thenselves as a
chanpi on.

Touching on currency trading, Dr Mahathir, who is also finance
mnister, said that he had stressed on the need for a restructuring of the
existing financial architecture as a result of what had happened to the
currenci es of Mal aysia and other countries.

He said that even though they had not cone straight out with it, based
on the discussions, it was obvious that the top US officials also agreed to
the need for such restructuring.

On devel opnents in Myannmar, the prine mnister said that all parties
shoul d exercise restraint and not be too inpatient to see drastic changes
in that country.

He sai d: "Even though changes have occurred, we should deal with them
with caution as hasty actions will be counter-productive."

Asked on his discussions with Federal Reserve Board Chairnman Al an
Greenspan Wednesday, the prine nminister said that he had been told that
Greenspan was interested to know nore about Islam c funding and the
possibility of the issuance of |slam c bonds.

Dr Mahathir said that in a recent neeting with G eenspan, Bank Negara
CGovernor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz had explained to himMal aysia's
achi evenents in the financial sector including its success in com ng up
with various financial services with the adopti on of Syariah el ements.



Earlier, the prine nminister received overwhel mi ng response when he
spoke at the US-Asean Busi ness Council dinner here Tuesday attended nostly
by US corporate figures and entrepreneurs.

They prai sed his speech which they described as visionary, concise and
effective.

Bush, in his special nessage read out by the council's president, Ernie
Bower, appl auded those in attendance who were working to pronote the
US- Mal aysi a econoni ¢ partnership.

Bush said that this inportant relationship greatly benefits both
countries and points the way to a brighter and a nore prosperous future.

He said that as a nodern, noderate and prosperous Mislim state,

Mal aysia was an i nmportant exanple to the region and the rest of the world.
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