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Mahat hi r - West
MALAYSI A ALSO LOCKS WEST, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Mahrus | brahi mand Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

LUXEMBOURG, June 13 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
Mal aysi a has never overl ooked Western countries when | ooki ng for a node
for the country's devel opnent and progress al though it has adopted t he Look
East Policy.

The Prinme M nister said Mal aysi a had never stated that when it
i npl emented the Look East Policy, "we will not | ook West".

"Many peopl e say when we | ook East, we forget the West...no. W say
thisis to conplenent,” he told Mal aysi an journalists here today at the end
of his three-day official visit to Luxenbourg.

For exanpl e, he said, Luxenbourg provi ded a good exanpl e of how a snal
country which was previously poor could becone rich with a per capita
i nconme of US$27, 000 conpared to US$4, 000 i n Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahat hir said he shoul d have visited Luxenbourg earlier to |l earn
several unique matters it inplenmented here whi ch had nade the country rich

Luxenbour g was previ ously dependent on the steel industry but is nowa
financial centre which has attracted hundreds of international financial
institutions.

It has al so ventured into the broadcasting sector by launching its own
satellite apart frombeing involved inthe air freight industry through
| ocal conpany Cargol ux.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Luxenmbourg had assessed its weaknesses and strengt hs
and had devel oped ni ches whi ch enabled it to be successful in several
fields.

"What they are doing should be right, and we want to learn fromthem"
he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia could al so be wealthy |Ii ke Luxenbourg
provi ded Mal aysi ans worked hard and reduced non-constructive politica
practices.

"We can becone rich; it is only a question of whether the peopl e want
to followor not. But when peopl e create other probl ens, we cannot becone
rich," he said.

Citing the New Economi ¢ Policy as an exanple, the Prine Mnister said
it shoul d have been 100 percent successful but some people did not use
appropriately the opportunities given them

He sai d Luxenbourg coul d achi eve success because its people were nore
di sci pli ned.

Asked on his discussions with political, financial and busi ness | eaders
here, Dr Mahathir said they were i npressed wi th Mal aysi a's achi evenents and
wi shed to participate in Mal aysia's economny.

Leaders i n Luxenbourg's financial sector also viewed with interest
Mal aysi a' s success i n devel opi ng Labuan as an i nternational offshore
financial centre

The Prine M nister said Mal aysi a coul d al so ermul at e Luxenbourg in
managi ng its financial and banking sector as it had becone one of the
| eading financial centres in the world.

This afternoon, Dr Mahathir net Luxenbourg Central Bank President Tves
Mersch and senior officers of Deutschbank

He al so visited the International Electronics and Engi neering (| EE)
factory i n Echt ernach, about 45 mi nutes' journey fromLuxenbourg city.

| EE produces sensors for car air bag and al arm syst ens.

Luxenbourg was the last stop in Dr Mahathir's weekl ong visit to Europe,



whi ch started with a meeting with Pope John Paul Il at the Vatican City on
June 7 and was foll owed by an official visit to Switzerland.
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