29 MAY 2002

MIuC LAUDS PM S MEETI NG W TH THE POPE

KUALA LUMPUR, 29 May (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MrUC) today wel comed and support the neeting between Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Pope John Paul Il at the Vatican schedul ed during the
prinme minister's visit to Europe next nonth.

Its president, Datuk Zai nal Ranpak, said that the nmeeting between Dr
Mahat hi r, accl ai ned wor | dwi de as a progressive, dynam ¢ and noderate Muslim
| eader, and the Pope was an apt begi nning for the noble cause of pronoting
wor | d peace.

In a statenent here, he said that the pontiff shoul d al so be commended
for his generous gesture by inviting Dr Mahathir for the neeting.

Zai nal said that the MIUC was confident that this | andmark neeting
woul d set the tone and pace for the peace-buil ding process and resol ve
pressing problens in Wst Asia as well as those between | ndi a and Paki st an.

"Mbst probl ens faced by peopl e have their roots in distrust, prejudice,
hatred and suspicion, and these al ways t hreaten peace and political
stability.

"When there i s peace and harnmony, there will be econonic progress, job
creation and sust ai nabl e devel oprent whi ch wor kers wor | dwi de | ook forward
to," he added.
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