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MTUC- El ecti ons
MIUC POLLS TO BE A TAME AFFAI R AFTER LEADERS STRI KE DEAL

By: S. Retnanat han

KUALA LUVPUR, March 3 (Bernama) -- The two-day Mal aysi an Trades Uni on
Congress (MrucC) General Assenbly begi nning Tuesday appears to be a tane
affair than in previous years especially after congress president Senator
Zai nal Ranpak and his deputy Shafie B.P Manmal reached a conprom se on a
snoot h successi on

A total of 584 del egates and 121 observers from 112 affiliated uni ons
are to attend the assenbly, with the first day dedicated to adnm ni strative
matters, passing resolutions, proposing amendnents to the MIuC
constitution, tabling of accounts and general council's report.

The trend of voting in the election for all top posts except for the
deputy presidency are expected to be known on Tuesday when del egat es debate
resol uti ons and anendnments to the constitution.

This is because one "Team!' in the country's |argest private sector
unmbrella union intends to propose that paid enployees of a trade union be
barred fromvoting in the el ection.

The anmendnment seeks to nullify Section 6 (6) of the MIUC constitution
whi ch all ows paid enpl oyees of a trade union to contest in the nationa
pol I s.

It will be tabled by Zainal's teamwhil e del egates aligned to MIUC
Secretary-Ceneral G Rajasekaran are expected to oppose it.

The proposed anendnent is so badly wanted by Zainal's supporters who
argue that it was vital to safeguard the 750, 000-strong MIUC fromthe paid
enpl oyees of trade unions.

"W want this anendnment to stop paid enpl oyees from hol di ng positions
at national level, they are actually depriving industry trade unionists
fromcomng to power," said a unionist aligned to Zai nal

The opposi ng group say the anendnent was to prevent Zainal's
chal I enger, Syed Sharir Syed Mohd, the Executive Secretary of the Nationa
Uni on of Transport Equi pnent and Al lied Industries Wirkers, fromnmaking a
bid for a post in the parent body in future.

Sharir had contested thrice agai nst Zainal for the MIUC president's
post since 1994 and had lost in all the attenpts by a small margin.

The anmendment, if passed by the del egates, would be contrary to the
I nternational Labour Organisation (ILO 1948 resolution which calls for
freedom of associ ati on.

Under this resolution, the Geneva-based international |abour body
advocates that there should be no legal restrictions for any worker to
participate actively in trade union activities.

"This has caused them (Zainal's faction) to worry, they are scared Syed
Sharir may spring a surprise...he is still young and has many nore years to
go," said a retired unionist.

Zainal and his deputy Shafie on Feb 18 reached a conproni se under which
Zainal will step down on Dec 31 and Shafie will take over fromJan 1, 2003.

The nove to sign a pact by Zainal is seen by many in trade union
circles as a last resort by the veteran trade unionist, who had hel ned MIuC
for the last 17 years, to cling on to power even if it was for just another
10 nont hs.

Zai nal and Raj asekaran, unlike in previous years when they forned a
pact to ward off challenges, are at | oggerheads this tinme around due to
various issues, including the Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund (EPF) Annuity
Schene, anopbng ot hers.



Raj asekaran's team clai mthat Zainal had not done anything over the
past few years for the betternent of workers in the country and that his
endor senent of the Annuity Scheme was the |ast straw.

Zainal and Shafie sit on the EPF Board that endorsed the Annuity Schene
whi ch was scrapped after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad
found that it was detrimental to workers and was a profit venture to six
i nsurance conpani es.

Zai nal fended the allegations by saying that his endorsenent was a
m stake as he was saddled "with too nmuch paper work to see that the schene
was detrinental to workers."

Anot her issue which is a bone of contention between the two veteran
| eaders was the approval given by Zainal to the EPF computer schenme which
resulted in the fund' s contributors payi ng RM50 to RVA00 nore for purchase
of conmputers conpared to the normal price in the open market.

"This is the second issue. The first is the annuity schene, what were
t hey doi ng when the EPF board decided on this, it is their job to see that
the workers get a better deal," said a pro-Rajasekaran trade unionist.

Trade unionists also dispel the notion that this year's election
focused too nuch on jostling for positions rather than tackling issues at
hand, especially with retrenchnent reaching a new hei ght due to
uncertainties in the gl obal econom c clinmate.

They say the fight for positions in the first place was based on issues
and di ssatisfaction over "unfair deal s" workers were given due to | ack of
protest fromthe present |eadership for better options.

"The chal | enges are based on i ssues the present |eadership failed to
resolve...be it Zainal or Rajasekaran, we need proactive | eaders and are
keen to be the watchdog for workers' rights in the country," said a neutra
trade uni oni st who woul d be attending the assenbly.

However, judging fromthe present situation, both Zainal and
Raj asekaran shoul d not face much difficulty in fending off chall enges
al t hough they are not together.

Raj asekaran wi Il be chal |l enged by an unknown Abdul Mal ek Ariff of the
MAS Enpl oyees' Union for the secretary-general's post. Shafie has been
returned unopposed as MIUC s deputy president.

The assenbly will also elect the deputy secretary-general, financial
secretary, deputy financial secretary and 11 vice-presidents - five from
the private sector, three each frompublic sector and statutory bodi es.
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