15/ 09/ 2002

Much to be thankful for

Appa
DEAR Son,
Seriously, | didn't expect this much opposition when the Governnent

announced plans to teach Sci ence and Maths in English. But, as you point
out, quite a few are unhappy with the nove.

You say one of the strongest reasons for the teaching of subjects in the
not her tongue in the early stages of one's educational devel opnent was
gi ven by none ot her than Royal Professor Ungku A Aziz.

You quote him as saying: "The use of a pupil's nother tongue is the nost
effective and direct way for a pupil of any race to acquire know edge and
to reason... a new concept or a new idea could be better understood by a
pupil in his or her own nother tongue. This is because when people are
faced with a conplex idea, they naturally try to think about it in their
not her tongue... English is a conparatively difficult |anguage. In trying
to use English to learn Science and Mathematics at the elenentary |evel,
pupils may run into problens arising fromthe use of the |anguage."”

Your teacher friend' s assertion that the teaching of science and maths
in English is a launchpad for Malays to take over the headship of
vernacul ar schools is far-fetched. Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad hinself has said there is no ulterior notive.

Your friend says when Christian m ssions were actively running school s,
the standard of education and discipline was very high in those schools
but this is not the case today.

| have heard the same conpl aint too. The school you studied in, Sekolah
Kebangsaan La Salle Brickfields, was recently downgraded to a B school
And its physical condition is rather bad. One of the sad features of our
school systemis that there is a wide gap in the facilities at national
national -type (especially Tam |) schools and nost ex-m ssion schools.

This is a pity as you have one group of children suffering under |esser
conditions through no fault of theirs. | pray that politicians and
community | eaders will see the problem as one involving children who are
the future of this nation and not view it wearing parochial |enses.

I"'mso glad you went to tenple and offered a prayer on Merdeka Day. |
t hi nk Mal aysi ans nust never forget how fortunate we are to be able to
enj oy i ndependence and peace. VWile we criticise the things that are w ong
in the country, we mnust appreciate those that are good.

Look around you. There is so much strife and msery in many countries.
Al nost everyday there is some news about clashes and agitation in
I ndonesia. Ethnic violence is common and the country is suffering from an
i nsurgency in Aceh. The Philippines is struggling to ensure stability,
fighting insurgents and comuni sts to keep the country whole. In Vietnam
and Canbodia too there is unrest. Myanmar is not a denocratic nation
Ami dst all this, we are a relatively stable and prosperous nation

Listen to this poemsent to ne by uncl e Bal asubranmani am Rengi ah of
Tangkak, Johor

Your loving children cleared the jungles,

opened the roads for us to wal k through

We are wal king in their footsteps,

Dear nother, please trust us:

W will work hard, we will be united;

we Wi Il show ki ndness to our fellowren;

we will never forget the tol erance



whi ch our forefathers taught us.

Though we had sone m sunder st andi ngs,

we have | earned a | esson fromthe past.

W take a vow not to forget

our duty to you, dear nother,

torise with unity and peace,

to make the dreans of our |eader cone true.

Dear nother, watch over us with confidence.

G ve us the notivation and cour age.

W will always stand firm

W, the proud Mal aysi ans, sal ute you.

W will showunity in diversity

for there is one God, one world, one humanity.

Isn't that nice? Till the next letter, take care.
God bl ess you,



	Much to be thankful for (BH 15/09/2002)

