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Multi-cultural diversity of country will not be conprom sed, says Najib

Carol yn Hong

PANGKOR, Sat. - No one will be allowed to change the multi-cultura
diversity that is Malaysia's strength even if the country may never
achieve unity in the strict sense of the word, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak sai d.

He said the country always bore the concept of unity in mnd and that
was far nore significant than having a fal se sense of unity and pretending
t hat everything was fine.

"This is Ml aysia. As sonmeone once said, there are no elenments so
di verse that they cannot be joined in the heart of a man," he said in his
keynot e address at the inaugura
Pangkor Retreat being attended by em nent persons from here and abroad to
search for answers to the peace process.

The weekend retreat, or Asian d obal Leadership Forum is being held at
t he Pangkor Laut Resort. It is organised by Forbes Inc, YTL Corporation
Ber had, CNBC and Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute.

Naji b said as society becane nore sophisticated, the Governnment was
faced with rising expectations and greater denands.

"I'f we could get away with doing so nmuch or so little previously, we
better think twi ce today, as the demands will dictate that you do much
nore," he said.

In his address titled "Ml aysia: Building a Mbdern and Stable
Multiracial Nation," Najib outlined several principles which he felt had
been Mal aysi a's guiding principle and phil osophy.

He picked out education as a key, noting that Ml aysia had wal ked a
tightrope to bal ance national aspirations with the rights of various
ethnic groups to their cultural heritage.

He said it was not a contradiction to allow different types of schools
to exist while trying to achieve unity, rather, it was consistent with
Mal aysi a's way of achieving a win-all situation.

"I ama strong believer in the preservation of our cultural tradition,"
he said, adding that there was chauvinismon all sides and the
Governnment's greatest chall enge was containing it.

Anot her principle was equitable distribution of wealth, based on the
prem se that stability and devel opnent could only be achieved if everyone
had a stake in it.

There woul d be violence and challenge to the status quo only if the
people felt that there was little to | ose.

Moder ati on over extrem smwas the other principle which Mlaysia
advocated, and it did not tolerate bigotry even if it was criticised for
it.

"Fourthly, we have |ong exercised racial and religious harnmony," he
sai d, adding that Ml aysia did not allow the dom nation of one race, and
had, in fact, done away with policies |like the National Cultural Policy.

Cul ture cannot be inposed but rather it has to be accepted, adopted and
practised. This is part of the nation's learning curve and it is a
critical |esson, he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, also had a dynam c and wi nning political formula,
with a policy of inclusiveness and not exclusivity.

H ghlighting the place of Islamin Ml aysia, he said, the country is, to
all intents and purposes, an Islanmc nation and "we believe that there is
no contradiction between a Miuslimand nodernity".



Najib said Miuslinms are encouraged to strive for excellence, achieve
econom ¢ prosperity and pursue know edge, and Islamis concerned wth
justice for the umah and its relations with non-Mislins.

Stressing the critical role played by
the | eadership in determ ning success, he said Ml aysia was fortunate to
have | eaders who energed at the right tinme, from Tunku Abdul Rahman to Tun
Abdul Razak, Tun Hussein Onn and Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Naji b said much of Ml aysia's success nmust be attributed to Dr Mahathir
who had gi ven much confidence to Mal aysians to transform society.

"Hi s benevol ence and fortitude will no doubt secure hima special place
in the annals of our history,” Najib said.

Dr Mahathir's enornous achievenents will provide the basis for the
country's continued prosperity and his eventual successor, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, will no doubt provide matured and experienced
| eader shi p, he said.
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