29/ 08/ 2002

Musa Hitam Revi ew education systemevery 10 to 15 years

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Forner Mal aysi an Hunman Ri ghts Conmi ssi on (Suhakan)
chairman Tan Sri Misa H tam has suggested that the educati on system be
reviewed every 10 to 15 years to determine its effectiveness in uniting
t he people and contributing towards the country's devel opnent.

Miusa, who served as Education M nister between 1978 and 1981, said
education was an instrunment that hel ped cement national unity in multi-
raci al Mal aysi a.

"The CGovernment now faces chall enges in ensuring the effectiveness of
education in not only preserving national unity, but also in |aunching
Mal aysia in the challenging global village," he said in a |lecture on
Posi tioni ng Business in a Changing Political Scenario at Wsna FMV

Sonme 100 people fromthe business community attended today's |ecture,
whi ch was part of the "Special Lecture Series" organi sed by the Federation
of Mal aysi an Manufacturers (FMM). Al so present were FMM president Jen
(rtd) Tan Sri Zain Hashi mand FIMM vi ce-presi dent Datuk Paul Low.

Musa, who is also a forner Deputy Prime Mnister, |ikened the proposed
review to the regul ar exerci se done by the El ection Comr ssion in
reviewi ng the re-delineation of electoral boundaries once every 10 years.

Musa, at present adjunct professor at Universiti Utara Ml aysia, also
expressed concern about the current education systemin the country that
created division between the Ml ays and non- Mal ays.

He said al nost 90 per cent of students in public-funded universities
were Mal ays while the non-Malays filled the seats at private coll eges,
whi ch have superior resources, including twi nning programes with foreign
uni versities.

According to him there was a tendency for undergraduates in public
universities to resort to Islamc extrem smwhen frustrated with
i nadequat e resources at the universities.

"I personally view that the best approach to see the effectiveness of
education in contributing to national unity and devel opnent is to
establish a systemwhere in every 10 or 15 years, we do a review on the
education policy. Through the feedback received during the review, we can
come out with strategies to inprove.™

He al so warned that education could be used as a "political football" by
raci al -based political parties.

Musa, who now sits on the board of several conpanies, said the
CGovernnment's efforts to inprove the country's political, econom c and
soci al | andscapes since independence in 1957 had nmade Mal aysi a one of the
nost successful nations anmong devel opi ng countri es.

"We nmanaged to create a large mddle-class in the country, which is the
stabilising factor in political and econom c situations.™

He credited stable politics for the significant inprovenent in the
busi ness environment and positive flow of foreign direct investnment (FD)
into the country.

"If there is no political will fromthe Governnent, no political vision
anong the | eadership and no political determ nation of those in power to
ensure stability, peace and harnony, the business will not be able to
flourish as it has now "

Musa said the nore than 20 years' |eadership of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had contributed a lot to the country's
devel opnent .



He al so assured the business conmunity that there would not be any
change in the business-friendliness of the Government and its devel opnent
policies after Dr Mahathir retires in October next year.

On religious extrem sm Misa said the Governnment coul d use the sanme
principles it adopted when fighting Comuni sm which was through
prosperity, happi ness and poverty eradication.
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