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By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, April 3 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Musa Hitam chairnman of the
Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on (Suhakan), can pull a |arge crowd and
draws | aughter with his charming wit at a conference on Ml aysi a here
Tuesday.

Musa, who is | eaving Suhakamon April 24 after two years on the job
said that he had no plans for the near future.

The m xed audi ence of Ml aysi an and Anmeri can academ ci ans, gover nnent
of ficials and busi ness executives roared with | aughter when Misa insi sted
that he be referred to as "Fornmer Deputy Prine Mnister 1".

"He said that there are "nmany of us now that we can forma club
-- with me as chairman," he said in jest.

He said that there m ght be nore. G her forner DPM s under Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad are Tun CGhaffar Baba and Dat uk Ser
Anwar | brahi m

WWhen conference chairman Prof Datuk Dr Zakaria Ahmad commented on his
yout hful | ooks despite his age, and told Misa he hoped to | ook as yout hful
as him Muisa said that he wanted to do better: "I hope to be |like H M
(meaning Dr Mahathir) when | get to be his age."

Musa is in his 60's while Dr Mahathir celebrated his 76th birthday | ast
Dec 20.

In his keynote address at the conference hosted by Chio University at
t he Mal aysi an enbassy, Misa said that while he was a vocal critic of Dr
Mahat hir, whom he regards as his "best friend", Ml aysia under the present
| eadership was playing an i nportant role in Southeast Asia and the world.

He said that under Dr Mahathir, denocratic governance was practised
"with all its weaknesses and shortcom ngs".

Mal aysi ans too seened nore aware of their identity as Mal aysi ans and
were proud to be Ml aysi ans, he said.

He gave a conprehensi ve speech on Ml aysia's programes for nationa
unity and the chal | enges ahead.

"Mal aysia in the 21st Century" is a two-day conference to cel ebrate 20
years of the Tun Abdul Razak Di stingui shed Chair at Chio University.
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