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Mahat hi r - React i ons
MJUSLI M WORLD APPLAUDS DR MAHATHI R FOR | NSPI RI NG SPEECH ON TERRORI SM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- Misliml eaders today stood united
agai nst global terrorismand praised Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for an inspiring and conprehensive antidote for terrorism

Dr Mahathir's 45-m nute openi ng speech at the special session of the
I sl am ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnister on Terrorismhere drew | oud appl ause
fromrepresentatives of 53 countries of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (A C).

Dr Mahathir also called on the Muslimcountries to take a comon stand
on terrorismand action agai nst the perpetrators through the United
Nat i ons.

He al so touched on the various fornms of terrorismand the definition
and negative preception of terrorismassociated with | sl amand Musli ns.

H's overall views on terrorismand the Pal estinian cause would likely
set the tone of the three-day session agai nst a backdrop of intensified
Israeli mlitary aggression on the Pal estini ans.

The del egates' reactions reflected their unani nous agreenent that Dr
Mahat hir's thoughts be used as a guideline to look at terrorismin the
broader and ri ght perspective.

Pal estinian Foreign M nister Farouk Kaddoum , who is the nost
sought-after figure by journalists here, described Dr Mahathir's speech as
i nspi ring.

"I think it was an inspiring speech for all nenbers of this neeting to
di scuss the neans and ways to conbat terrorismand to define what terrorism
is all about," he said at the Pal ace of Gol den Horses Hotel, here, the
venue of the neeting.

Asked whet her the Arab world was behind the Pal estinian cause, he said
that all of themwere united to defend the Pal estinian cause for |iberation
agai nst Israeli occupation

Af ghani stan's interimForeign Mnister, Dr Abdullah Abdull ah, said Dr
Mahat hir's remarks were conprehensi ve and t houghtful in addressing the
terrorismissue.

"I think it is a conprehensive speech, considering all aspects of the
problemwe face, and very much in line with what we (Afghani stan) think
about it... that there should be a clear definition," he said.

Dr Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir al so touched on the need for gl obal action
to tackle terrorism which has taken centre stage in world politics
following the Sept 11 attacks on the United States.

Mal i Foreign M nister Mddi bo Sidibe, who was equal |l y i npressed,
descri bed Dr Mahathir as know edgeabl e and a dynam c | eader who under st ands
t he gl obal problemfacing Muslins.

"I't (speech) will be a guideline for us...l amsure at the end of the
session everyone will learn fromthis speech and will come up with good
resol utions," he said.

Anot her del egate, Dr Mangom Miukht ar Ceesay, the ambassador of Ganbia to
Saudi Arabia, described Dr Mahathir's speech as a nasterpiece, praising the
Mal aysi an | eader for his far-sightedness on the issue.

Li byan Charge D Affaires here Ali Alsheriqy said he was i npressed when
Dr Mahathir differentiated between state terrorismand the genuine efforts
to struggle for and |liberate an occupi ed | and.

Caner oon Head of Del egati on Adoum Gargoum who is Mnister Delegate in
Charge of Relations with Islamc Wrld Affairs, said Dr Mahathir was brave



enough to voice out on the subject, unlike many other Misliml eaders.

"Hi s explanation about the fight for liberation should be taken into
account. W cannot sinply | abel people in such situation as terrorists,” he
sai d.

Oran Foreign M nister Yusof Alaw Abdullah expressed the hope that the
speech would inspire others to start | ooking for ways to find peace.

Ni geri an Hi gh Conmi ssi oner to Mal aysi a | brahi m Yarinma Abdul | ah
described Dr Mahathir's version of terrorismas hitting the nail on the
head.

"H s analysis is quite objective and very well put and | think if the
world were to listen to himwe' Il have the chance of at |east containing
terrorismand live in peace,” he added.

Conoros Foreign Mnister Halidy Charif said: "A good speech which shows
how the world is at the nmonment. | think the world will listen carefully to
this i mportant speech."

The speci al session ends on Wednesday.
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