19 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
MUSLI M5 MUST CHANGE M NDSETS TO ACQUI RE KNOALEDGE, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that know edge can be a tool for the
enpower ment of the Muslimcommunity if they succeed in changing their
m ndsets regarding the acquisition of non-religious know edge.

He said that when this was achi eved and foll owed by the application of
t he know edge, then it could be a tool for the enpowernment of the Muslim
conmuni ty.

In his keynote address entitled "The State of the MiuslimWrld Today:
Know edge as a Tool of MuslimPolitical Enpowernent" at the Internationa
Forumon Islam (Kalif 2002), Dr Mahathir said that the correct
interpretati on of what was enjoined by Islamwith regards to the
acqui sition of know edge was therefore crucial.

"W must not all ow ourselves to be sidetracked by the skewered
interpretation of Islamwhich has led us to nmiss the industrial revol ution,
to reject electricity and nechani cal products and to reduce our capability
to defend our faith and oursel ves," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the Islamc community nmust al so bani sh the idea
that the only knowl edge needed to be acquired was about Islam

"Negl ect of other know edge has led to our lack of industrial capacity,
our capacity to invent and produce weapons to instil fear in the eneny and
to defend ourselves. W nust stop thinking that the acquisition of
know edge ot her than religious know edge gives no nerit in afterlife," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the Muslimcomunity shoul d consider that it was
an inportant 'ibadat', an Islamic injunction that is no |l ess neritorious
than the study of religion and indeed the ability to study religion depends
on the capability to defend thensel ves.

The prime mnister al so spoke on the narrow perception of know edge,
saying that Islamwas not to be blaned for the interpretation that had
resulted in Miuslinms being so backward in many fields of know edge cruci al
to their own well-being.

"OF course knowl edge can be a tool to enpower us politically but pure
know edge wi |l get us nowhere unless we learn howto apply that know edge
to our own advantage and for the betternent of our lives,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that if know edge was to be their enpowernent, then it
must contribute towards their econom c, social and security needs.

The prime mnister said that know edge was not static as it was
accunul ati ng and expanding all the tinme and the quest for know edge nust
t herefore be conti nued.

He said that there had to be specialists who were expert in particular
fields such as the different branches of science, mathenatics and nedici ne.

"Wthin the Muslimcomunity, which nunbers 1.3 billion, every field of
know edge can be pursued and new fields nust be uncovered all the tine.

"And certainly there nust al ways be an adequate nunber who pursues
religious know edge, and this division of |abour within the ummah will
result not only in an enpowered society but a bal anced one," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Muslins nmust | earn to apply such know edge and
there was no reason why they could not pioneer new know edge and
application.

He said that if Muslins were able to do that, then they could once
again gain an edge over the others as they had once did when Mislins



pi oneered and domi nated the many fields of know edge.

Dr Mahathir said that the pursuit of knowl edge and foll owing that the
acqui sition of the skills to apply the know edge woul d take a consi derabl e
period of tine.

"W have to renenber that know edge is not static. It is noving all the
time and today the speed of discovery and devel opnent of new knwol edge i s
exponential ," he said.

Dr Mahathir recounted the days when Miuslins were at the peak during the
great days of Islamic Cvilization and it took the Europeans several
hundred years to catch up.

"But catch up they did and then they passed us conpletely. W will have
to accept the need to struggle for a considerable | ength of tine.

"I'f we can prepare to overcone all the problens that can hanper our
acqui sition of know edge and we are patient enough then God w lling,

i nsyaal | ah, know edge can enpower us.

"There is no quick fix. One particul ar people waited for 2,000 years.
W will not have to wait that long if we understand the need for know edge
and we |l earn the |l essons of history."

Among t hose who attended the event were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and | ocal and international |slamc scholars.

The three-day forumis organi sed as an annual forumto pronote
di scussion on the challenges facing Islamin the contenporary world.
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