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MUSLI MS MUST EXCEL | N SCI ENCE AND MATHS: DR MAHATHI R

From Zul kefl'i Sal | eh

Rl YADH, Cct 19 (Bername) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today said
there is a need for Muslimcountries to produce workers who are highly
educated i n science and mat hematics in order not to be left behind in the
i nformation and conmuni cati on technol gy (ICT).

The Prinme Mnister said I CT was the driving force for econom c progress
inthis era of informati on age and the two subjects were not alien to
Muslims as the Arabs had excelled in themin the past.

He said it was the Muslins who pioneered nodern sci ence but
unfortunately at a certain stage the Muslimturned their backs on science
and mat henati cs.

"Since then their civilisation has declined and until today they are
anong t he | east educated and | east advanced people in the world," he said
in his keynote address at a sem nar on the future of Saudi economny here.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day visit to Saudi Arabia, said: "I
venture to say that in neglecting these essential subjects they have
actual ly di sregarded the injunctions of Islamto seek know edge and to be
prepared with the necessary strength to protect thensel ves and their
religion."

Be that as it nmay, he said the fact was that today Muslins coul d not
negl ect sci ence and mathematics i f they wanted to avoi d bei ng weak and
oppr essed.

The total human resources of the Muslimcounties nust be fully educated
in science and mat hemati cs, he sai d.

Inthis regard, Dr Mahathir said Muslins al so coul d not exclude their
worren i f they wanted to maxini se their productive potential.

"The future of Saudi Arabia is no exception. Your magnificient surgeons
have proven to the world their skills. | amsure in the field of I.T.,
Saudi Arabia can excel inthe future if it sets about producing the
requi red human resources," said Dr Mahathir.

He was al l uding to the success of a teamof Saudi surgeons headed By Dr
Abdul I ah Al - Rabeeah in separating Ml aysi an Si amese conj oi ned tw ns who
shared several organs including the bowel and Iiver.

Dr Mahathir | amented that there were Muslins who believed that being
nmoder n and advanced meant bei ng unl sl amc, forgetting the nordenising
effect of Islamon the Jahiliah Arabs.

He said | sl amwoul d have conti nued to nodernise the Miusli mworld and
cause if at a particul ar stage Misli mhad not turned away from
noderni sation in favour of recreating the world of the first years of
Hi jrah.

Dr Mahathir stressed that nodernisation need not |lead to atheism to
Godl essness, as was happeni ng i n the West and i ndeed | sl am ¢ noder ni sati on
coul d achi eve a bal ance between this world and the hereafter "as we al ways
appeal for in our prayers to God".
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