08/ 09/ 2002
Maki ng the world a better place at Pangkor Laut Retreat

DKL

THE choice was the Diarist's - a helicopter to Pangkor Laut Resort or make
his own way there. Ms Diarist, as always, made the final decision. It
took time, but we drove on Friday to Lunmut and boarded the speedboat Seri
Mel or, piloted by Abu Bakar O hman, to Pangkor Laut, which opened in March
1994.

Pangkor Laut is a perfect short-break island. It's been nore than a
decade since the Diarist was at the Royal Bay, where he is spending this
weekend. Today, it is a renowned holiday destination, dotted with villas
on hill slopes and on the beaches overlooking the four bays. The D ari st
is staying in a beach villa - there are also villas on stilts.

The kind of holiday you get depends what you want and how nany days you
have at your di sposal

The Diarist, US Anbassador Marie T. Huhtal a, Steve Forbes (chief
executive officer and editor-in-chief of Forbes) and Dr Karl-Hernmann
Baumann of Sienens, CGernany, gave seven-m nute speeches on how to nmake the
worl d a better place!

The respondents were Datuk Dr Munir Majid (NST columist and director of
Tel ekom Mal aysia) and David Pawson (Still Water, UK), wth Datuk Paddy
Bowie in the chair.

This is the synopsis of what the Diarist said: "lIslamc radicalism -
even in gentle Ml aysia - has heightened the differences between Ml ays
and non-Muislinms and even drove a wedge between these newy Islam sed
Mal ays and their custons, traditional |anguage and cul ture.

"The notion that religion should and could be the dom nant driving
i mpul se of governance was al so a negative change. Wiile it is true that a
good Muslimwoul d make, by definition, a good adm nistrator, it does not
necessarily follow that a socalled Islamc admnistration would be better
t han any ot her.

"Stripped down to the bare essentials, the world' s problens continue to
stemfromthe greatest evil of all - Ignorance. Wars are bei ng fought
now bet ween peopl es ignorant of each other's religions and beliefs,
| anguages, cultures and ways of life.

"Among the changes | would nost like to see, therefore, is the gl oba
media - including our own - returning to its primary role of projecting
truths and realities as nuch as ideals and ideol ogies. W have to get to
know each other better. W cannot go on focusing on our differences, or
seeing our simlarities as evidence of cultural conquest by one or another
party.

"The unhappi ness of the world is caused by ignorance, soci o-economc
imobility and inequality. Al three are rooted in poverty. The root of
all evil is not noney, not even the | ove of nmoney, but the lack of it.
VWhen nations and governnents fail to bring econom c devel opnment and human
dignity to their people, they fail conpletely. They fail their people,

t hensel ves and the world. People let down in such a manner |ash out at
each other and the world, blamng their m sfortunes on everyone who does
not share their m sfortunes.

"Hurman nature doesn't really ask for rmuch. The basics are very often al
we really need for happi ness. Food, clothing, shelter - and al so decency,
dignity and self-respect. The first three, noney can buy. Wich is why the
latter three are nore valuable and el usive.

"This is where there is a growing gulf between how the US thinks of the



devel opi ng world, and how the devel oping world thinks of the US. America's
i nfl uence on the globe is so pervasive that it encroaches on jeal ously
guarded notions of self-determ nation and sovereignty. Those values wl|
be hugely inmpaired if Anerica were to project its manifest destiny by

i npreci se | anguage, force, economc or nilitary.

"There is undoubtedly room enough for all faces of mankind on this
Earth, even in Jerusalemand Pal estine. And |I still can't think of a
better way to express it than in the words of John Donne: “Any man's death
di m ni shes ne, because | aminvolved in mankind; therefore never send to
know for whomthe bell tolls; it tolls for thee

"There is, perhaps, a silver lining which is the interdependence - of
val ues, hopes and interests - that defines the world we live in."

On Saturday evening, the Diarist and Ms Diarist joined Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, host and hostess Tan
Sri Francis Yeoh and Puan Sri Rosaline, his parents Tan Sri Yeoh Tiong Lay
and Puan Sri Kai Yong, Datuk Seri Najib Razak and his wife, and others at
an open-air concert for a special performance by tenor Luciano Pavarotti
at Enerald Bay, with the rainforest as a backdrop, followed by a fireworks
di splay from a barge

Even sans Pavarotti and speechmaki ng, Pangkor Laut is an excellent
resort where KL-lites can pop over without difficulty and effort. It's
al so ideal for famlies: golden sand and beaches, its bukit or cliffs rise
(not steeply) fromthe waves of the glittering and enpty sea. It's
subl i ne!

As the Pangkor Laut Retreat debated ways of inproving the world, the US
hel d a hi gh- powered conference on anti-Americani sm showi ng an obvi ous
concern about this increasingly globalised phenonenon. Washi ngton's doubl e
standards will continue to hurt US interests. As Sal man Rushdi e says (the
Diarist doesn't read his novels), "apparently, Osama bin Laden and Saddam
Hussein are terrorists who matter; Hindu fanatics (massacres of Miuslins in
Qujarat) and Kashmri killers (against H ndus) aren't. This double
standard nakes enem es.”
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