09 APR 2002
Parliament - Wnding up (Crine)
MUTUAL ASSI STANCE | N CRI M NAL MATTERS BI LL PASSED

KUALA LUMPUR, April 9 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat today passed the
Mutual Assistance in Crinminal Matters Bill 2002 to enable Malaysia to
provi de and obtain international assistance in crimnal matters.

The Bill with 44 clauses was passed w thout amendnment after it was
debat ed by t hree nenbers.

Parliamentary Secretary in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Noh
Omar in wi nding up the debate on the Bill said international cooperation in
stemming crimnal activities was necessary in view of a trend of crimna
activities across international borders.

The activities across borders include drug trafficking, human sruggli ng
especi ally of wonmen and chil dren, smuggling of weapons, violence and
pi racy.

"The cooperation is necessary to address the weaknesses in the gl oba
justice systemso that crimnals would not seek shelter in any other
country and escape prosecution due to differences in crimnal |aws and
difficulties in obtaining evidence of the crine," he said.

He said the weaknesses identified were due to differences between
requirements of a civil systemand comopn | aws and between | egal
requi rements of the respective countries.

He said the formul ation of the relevant United Nations' convention and
treaty and the specific inclusion of joint cooperation in crinnal matters
was ai ned at streanlining and m nimsing i ssues of differences in systens
and requirenents of the |l aw, especially those which were grounded on civil
and conmon | aws.

Noh said the issues of differences could be resolved if all countries
adopted the United Nations' convention and updated their donestic |aws.

He said Mal aysi a was studying the rel evant convention and were striving
towards that objective

He said the Bill was Malaysia' s reaction to initiatives by
i nternational bodies for a conprehensive and effective joint internationa
assistance in crimnal matters.

On the existing cooperation, Noh said it included extradition,
restraining of dealings and forfeiture of property from proceeds of crinmne,
extradition of a prisoner for sentencing in the country of origin and
transfer of proceedi ngs.

Currently Mal aysia has extradition treaties with Indonesia, Thail and,
United States and Hong Kong and had drafted the Extradition Act 1992.

On investigations into Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd hi ghlighted by Husam Misa
( PAS- Kubang Kerian), Noh said the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) had begun
i nvestigations since 1996.

He said ACA had requested cooperation fromcountries such as
Swit zerl and, Hong Kong and Japan.

Noh said the statement by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
on the Perwaj a case during his trip to London in February reflected the
governnent's comm tnent in bringing those involved to face justice.

Noh said the governnment had expedited the tabling of the Bill, over the
other bills to inmediately resolve criminal cases involving other
countri es.

Earlier in tabling the proposed Bill he said it is for Malaysia to
provi de and obtain international assistance in crimnal maters, including
provi di ng and obt ai ni ng of evidence and things; the naki ng of arrangenents



for persons to give evidence, or to assist in crimnal investigations.

The Bill is also for the recovery, forfeiture or confiscation of
property in respect of a serious offence; restraining of dealings in
property, or the freezing of property; the execution of requests for search
and seizure, the location and identification of wi tnesses and suspects; the
identification of tracing of proceeds of crime and property and
instrunentalities derived fromor used in the comm ssion of a serious
of fence; the exam nation of things and prem ses.

The Bill al so seeks to enpower the Attorney General to request the
appropriate authority of a foreign state to arrange for evidence to be
taken in the foreign state and to himfor the purposes of a crimnal matter
in Malaysia and to request the appropriate authority of a foreign state to
arrange for the attendance in Ml aysia of a person in the foreign state to
gi ve evidence or assistance relevant to a crinmnal matter in Ml aysi a.
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