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Mbggi e- | CT
MALAYSI A AND SRI LANKA AGREE ON | CT DEVELOPMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia and Sri Lanka today agreed
to establish an inter-governnental cooperation programe (1 GCP) on
i nformati on and communi cati ons technol ogy (ICT) devel opnent.

A joint statenent today said that the IGCP was first initiated when Sri
Lankan Prine M nister Ranil W ckrenesi nghe expressed his interest over the
matter to his Mal aysian counterpart, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"The |1 GCP between Mal aysia and Sri Lanka is in keeping with Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's vision of a closer regional cooperation and transfer
of know how and experti se between devel opi ng countries," said the
st at ement .

The statenent was issued by Ml aysia' s Energy, Conmunications and
Mul timedia Mnistry and the Economi ¢ Reform Science and Technol ogy
M nistry of Sri Lanka.

It was i ssued when the Sri Lankan m ni ster concerned, M Iinda Mragoda,
called on his Ml aysi an partner, Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e, here today.
Moragoda is on a three-day visit to Mal aysi a whi ch began yest erday.

According to the statenent, the |GCP would initially explore
cooperation and know edge-shari ng on the areas of, anobng ot hers,
mul ti-tiered educati on and human resource devel opnent; and establi shnment of
an ongoi ng i nvestment pronotion programe for |CT-related joint ventures.

It will include the establishnent of ongoing inter-institutiona
cooperation programes on specific sub-areas based on parallel centres of
excel l ence and expertise centres; and ICT reformand policy formulation
mechani snms ai med at nmaxi m zi ng consuner divi dends, national devel opnent and
nati onwi de technol ogy advancenment with respect to infrastructure
establ i shnment and application.

The statenment said officials fromboth countries had held their early
di scussi on during Mragoda's visit here.

The structure and work programes within the 1 GCP woul d be formalised
soon, it said.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Mggie said that Ml aysia' s experience in
I CT had attracted interest fromnmany countries including Sri Lanka.

He said that the Sri Lankan governnent was al so keen to know nore about
t he devel opnent of Malaysia' s Multinedia University.

Moggi e said that perhaps one of the related Sri Lankan institutions
coul d cooperate with the Miultinmedia University in areas such as exchange
progranme on human resource training or distance |earning.

Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd has al so invested in one of Sri Lanka's cellular
phone services operators.
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