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MALAYSI A TO BEEF UP PRESSURE ON CANADA OVER VI SA RULI NG

SEPANG, Sept 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will keep up the pressure on
Canada to have it lift the visa requirenment for Ml aysians visiting that
country, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar sai d today.

He sai d the Mal aysi an Governnment woul d wor k through dipl omati c channel s
to get the visa condition |ifted.

"We are not very happy with it no matter whatever reason they give. But
if they decide they are not going to reviewit, there is nothing nuch we
can do about it," he told reporters on arrival at the KL Internationa
Airport here after attending the Asia-Europe Summt (ASEM in Copenhagen.

Mal aysi ans travelling to Canada are required to apply for tenporary
resident visa effective | ast Tuesday afternoon.

He said countries of the Conmonwealth i n which both Mal aysia and Canada
were nmenbers generally did not inmpose visa on each other unless there were
strong reasons.

He said although it was Canada's prerogative to introduce the visa
ruling, Otawa should take into account the fact that Ml aysia was one of
its closest trading and econom c partners anong Asean countries.

Responding to clains that Ml aysian passports were often m sused, Syed
Ham d sai d passports issued by many other countries were al so subject to
abuse.

Asked whet her Mal aysia would introduce a sinilar ruling on Canadi ans
visiting this country, the mnister said he did not believe in the
tit-for-tat approach.

He al so fi el ded questions on the continued siege by the Israel
mlitary on Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat's headquarters in the West
Bank City of Ramall ah.

Syed Hanmid said |Israel nust stop it because it was i nhunman and
somet hing that woul d not contribute towards ending the West Asian crisis.

I srael, he said, had turned a blind eye to the various resol utions
passed by the United Nations Security Council over its occupation of
Pal estinian | ands and yet the international conmunity seemed to be doing
not hing to conpel Tel Aviv to abide by those resol utions.

Asked about the deadly attacks at a Hindu tenple which reportedly
killed 28 people in the Indian state of Gujarat, Syed Ham d said Ml aysi a
al ways believed that violence was sonet hing that nust not be condoned.

He said those involved nmust sit down and find a peaceful solution to
the problemby factoring in the nultifaceted popul ati on of India.

"W woul d Iike to see India peaceful," he added.

Touching on the outconme of the just-concluded Asi a-Europe Meeting
(Asen) in Copenhagen, Syed Hamd said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was initially sceptical about it but eventually found the neeting
to be useful, including in terns of bringing Asia and Europe cl oser
t oget her.
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