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Mahat hir-Definition
MY DEFI NI TI ON OF TERRORI SM | S MEANT FOR DI SCUSSI ON- DR M

By: Abdul Miin Mjid

PUTRAJAYA, April 4 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today his definition of terrorismand terrorists at the opening of a key
meeting of Islam c nations on terrorismon Mnday was sonet hi ng neant for
di scussi on.

"But apparently people find it difficult to accept that definition. |
amnot insisting that nmy definition nust be accepted. | amjust proposing
something for the neeting to discuss,” he said.

The Prime Mnister was fielding questions during a neeting at his
office here with sone 20 foreign journalists who covered the Extraordinary
Sessi on of the Islanmic Conference of Foreign Mnisters on Terrorismwhich
ended yest erday.

In his keynote address, Dr Mahathir suggested that armed or other forns
of attack against civilians should be regarded as terrorismand the
perpetrators of such acts, terrorists.

This apparently did not go down well with sone del egates to the
three-day neeting as well as certain nenbers of the nedia.

Dr Mahathir said,"The definition that | proposed was that any attack on
civilians should be considered as terrorismwhether it is done by Israelis
or Pal esti ni ans.

"The Pal estinians may feel justified to act in such a way (suicide
bonbi ng) but that does not mean that it is not an act of terror,"” the Prine
M ni ster sai d.

"It may be ternmed as terrorist attacks but what choice have they
(Pal estinians)? You have no choice, so you attack. \Wen peopl e use terror
against you, it is legitimate to use terror (in return),” he added.

He said it was up to the meeting whether or not to accept his
definition or come to any ot her concl usion.
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