03 JUL 2002
Mahat hir-Stability
My SUCCESSORS' W LLI NGNESS TO WAI T A GOOD SI GN, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, July 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today the willingness by his successors to wait for 16 nonths
before taki ng over Mal aysia's | eadership is a good sign for the country's
political stability.

He said he had to give into calls, fromthose who woul d succeed him
to conti nue serving for that period al though he wanted to retire earlier.

"Actually if 1"mno | onger prime mnister, Pak Lah (Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) will be the prime m nister today
and perhaps Najib (Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak) will be deputy
prime minister, but they are willing to wait for another 16 nonths to get
the posts," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, was speaking at a neeting with the
Kubang Pasu Umo di vi sion conmittee menbers at his office here.

The prine minister, who is al so the Kubang Pasu division chief, said
the situation was di fferent soneti ne back when there was a | eader who
want ed to sei ze power fromhimby toppling himfromthe prinme ninister's
post .

Faced with such situation, he said, he did not want to give up his post
and i ndeed fought back to retain it.

He said he had now nmade the decision to retire for the sol e reason that
he had been the prime mnister for 21 years and he felt that was too | ong.

"Nobody pressured nme, there's no feelings of di sappointnent,"” he said.

The prinme minister said he did not wish toretire in 1999 because then
t here were peopl e who hated him

"I triedto restore, not nmy i mage but the party's i mage, so that Ummno
i s back as the | eading party supported by the people," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said al though he would be giving up all posts in the party
and government, he woul d continue to | ead the Kubang Pasu Umo di vi si on as
wi shed for by the division's |eaders.

He said he would carry on serving the party after his retirenent by
goi ng around the country to keep the Umo spirit alive among the Mal ays.

The prinme mnister said he wished to see the Mal ays bei ng i ndependent
and no | onger having to depend on "crutches".

He al so hoped that his successors would continue with efforts to
saf equard Mal aysia's integrity.

"Inthis struggle, nothing is better than people respecting us,"” he
sai d.

To a request by Kubang Pasu Umo deputy chief Tan Sri Gsman Aroff in
his speech earlier for Dr Mahathir to defend his Kubang Pasu parlianmentary
seat in the comng el ection, Dr Mahathir said he woul d thi nk about it
| ater.

About 100 | eaders fromthe Kubang Pasu divi sion, including fromthe
Yout h, Wanita and Puteri w ngs, attended the neeting.
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