16/ 06/ 2002
W& need to change our mndset and attitudes to beconme an advanced country

Nur ai na A. Sanad

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had one regret at the end of
his two-day official visit to Luxenmbourg - not to have visited the country
earlier because he was so inpressed with the many uni que features of this

tiny European country.

H's visit was to enhance trade and bilateral ties with Europe, which in
the words of its Prime Mnister Jean-Cd aude Juncker, were "already
excellent".

But, for Dr Mahathir, it was also a | earning experience because there
was a lot to learn from Luxenbourg, a country that has nade rapid progress
frombeing traditionally steel-based to beconme an international financial
centre and a central industrial location with highly devel oped
infrastructure in transportation, tel ecomunication and energy.

Luxenmbourg i s now further devel oping its comunication, nedia and
i nformation industry.

Mal aysi a, after all, makes no apol ogi es about being a copycat, taking of
course, the best fromany country, be it Japan, Switzerland, Luxenbourg or
even the United States.

VWil e in Luxenbourg, which followed his Swiss visit, Dr Mahathir held
nmeetings with Mnisters, bankers and busi nessmen and visited |Internationa
El ectroni ¢ Engi neering, a conpany specialising in the production of force
sensing resistors for the automative industry.

But, despite his packed busi ness schedule, there was no way the beauty
of the country could escape the Prine Mnister. Neither could the fact
that the country is clean and the people, courteous and disciplined, even.

I ndeed, Luxenbourg coul d not have reached this | evel of success w thout
the solid co-operation between the Government, business and banki ng
communi ty and the peopl e.

Its devel opnent programre coul d have gone wong. But, as Dr Mhathir
sai d, Luxenbourg "nust be doing something right" because this lilliputian
country of 440,000 people is rich. So rich that a man gets an al |l owance
for his wife, and nore, if they have a child, and nuch nore if they have
nore children. But, that is another story.

For Luxembourg | eaders, it nmust be an honour to have Dr Mahathir, for
whom t hey have deep respect and regard as a financial architect who
successfully took Mal aysia out of the mre in the aftermath of the 1997-98
Asi an financial crisis.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, appeared pleased with his
visit, describing it as fruitful, as he was with his Swiss visit.

Both Swi ss President Kaspar Villiger and Juncker were quick to rem nd Dr
Mahat hir that their countries shared sinilar backgrounds w th Ml aysia
with regard to multi-ethnicity and a healthy political and social climte
whi ch have hel ped in their socio-econom ¢ advancenent.

This, Dr Mahathir acknow edged. In fact, at a gathering of Malaysians in
Zurich, he told them he was inspired by the devel opment of Switzerland
when he wote his Malay Dil emma, a fact not many people were privy to

There is very little difference between Luxenbourg and Switzerland in
terms of its |evel of advancenent, save for the fact that Switzerland is
not a nmenber of the European Union, sonmething the Swiss are not apol ogetic
about. They are proud of their "Sviss Franc", they will not hesitate to
tell you.

In Luxenmbourg, it is difficult not to admre the country in general and



how it has got this far. For Ml aysians to enul ate the country, as hoped
by Dr Mahathir, will not be easy.

A forner diplomat who is now back honme in Luxenbourg said that it is a
shared responsibility between the Governnent, the private sector and the
peopl e that has made the country what it is today.

You can see a tangi bl e sense of pride anong the people as they wal k or
drive around their country. They love their country.

Per haps Mal aysi ans woul d have to work hard at naking trenmendous
i nprovenent in their attitude, changing their m ndset and devel oping a
sense of responsibility and pride before they can beconme an advanced
peopl e whose di sci pline and civic-consciousness are their culture and way
of life.

Mal aysi a, as depicted in a video clipping at a | uncheon jointly hosted
by Luxenbourg Transport and Economic Mnister Henri Gethen and the
country's busi nessmen and bankers on Wdnesday, is undoubtedly a
successful Asian country - hone to the world' s tallest building, the
Petronas tw n towers.

Mal aysi a has gone on the high-end of hi-tech and at par with many
devel oped countries.

But what Luxenbourg busi nessnen and bankers do not see is the social and
soci o-econom ¢ problenms primarily evident in Kuala Lunpur and ot her
cities. And these are where they will generally be when they conme to play
a big part in our econony.

The i nprovenent of our lot is a twd-way process between Gover nnment
bureaucrats and the people. Sonetinmes the Governnent, its agencies as well
as local authorities win. Sonetimes, the people. Mst tines, we hope,
everyone does because the country benefits in a win-win situation.

The groundwork is there. The foundation has been built. So it is not a
silent whinper when Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia could enul ate Luxenbourg if
"we want to". And given the admration the Swi ss and Luxenbourg people
have for Malaysia, it would be a shane if Ml aysians do not share his
sentinent.

( END)
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