12 SEP 2002
Senegal - Devel opnent
SENEGAL KEEN TO TAP MALAYSI A' S EXPERTI SE | N MANY AREAS

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- Senegal is seeking Malaysia's
cooperation and support in the devel opnent of its proposed new
admi ni strative capital and an airport.

Dakar al so wants Kual a Lunpur to increase inports fromthe western
African country which is nownainly confined to one of its major
agricul tural products -- cotton.

These are sone of the matters di scussed during a restricted neeting
bet ween vi si ti ng Senegal ese Presi dent Abdoul aye Wade and Dat uk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and the subsequent 30-m nute del egation neeting headed by
both | eaders at the Prime Mnister's Ofice here, today.

Briefing reporters after the neetings, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Dr
Leo M chael Toyad said that Malaysia was willing to offer its expertiseto
hel p Senegal construct the adm nistrative capital.

"They have designers and architects but would li ke to consult their
Mal aysi an counterparts so as to avoi d naki ng any m st akes. They have been
heari ng about the successful Putrajaya project and they would like us to
cooperate in terns of giving themadvice and i n many ot her areas," he said.

Turning to trade nmatters, Dr Toyad said that Mal aysia would | ook for
newitens to inport fromSenegal in viewof increasingthe trade vol une
bet ween the two countries which was in Mal aysia's favour.

Total bilateral trade stood at RMB.51 nillion | ast year while the
figure for 2000 was RV6. 74 m | lion.

He said that sonme Mal aysi an conpani es were | ooki ng at Senegal ' s gar nment
and textile industry.

In addition, he said, Senegal was | ooking for partners to hel p devel op
its tyre production and agriculture sectors.

Dr Toyad said that there was al so an agreenent involving Ml aysia's
Port Kl ang and the Port Authority of Dakar to further pronote the growh of
t he Dakar port.

He said that Dr Mahathir expl ai ned at | ength about how Mal aysi a went
about transforming itself froma conmmodity-driven country to become an
i ndustrialised nation.

As a sign of Senegal's intention to forge closer ties with Malaysia, Dr
Toyad said that it opened an enbassy here |l ast July. Mal aysia opened its
m ssion in Senegal in 1992.

On another matter, Dr Toyad said that the prinme mnister formally
invited President Abdoul aye to attend the Sunmits of Non-Aligned Movenent
in February and the Organi sati on of Islam c Conference in Cctober next
year, both of which will be hosted by Ml aysi a.

Senegal is bounded on the north by Mauritania, on the east by Mali, on
the south by Gui nea and Gui nea-Bi ssau, and on the west by the Atlantic
Ccean.

It has an estinmated 10.6 m|lion popul ation, 53 per cent of whomlive
inrural areas.

The president ends his three-day visit to Mal aysia tonorrow.
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