23 JAN 2002
| ndon- Wor ker s
THROW OQUT BAD ONES, ACCEPT THE REST, SAYS | NDON M NI STER

JAKARTA, Jan 23 (Bernanmm) -- Indonesia today appealled to irate
Mal aysi a not to send back thousands of its workers except those who had
created trouble in the country.

Manpower and Transmigrati on M ni ster Jacob Nuwa Wa, who nade t he
appeal , however expressed reservations that Ml aysia woul d i npose a total
ban on I ndonesi an workers.

"I"mconfident Malaysia still need | ndonesi an workers. | don't think
Mal aysia wi || abandon us, " he told reporters after a cabinet neeting here.

He was asked to conment on Mal aysia's nove to revi ew recruitnment of
forei gn workers and give priority to those fromcountries other than
| ndonesi a.

The nove cane in the wake of a violent riot by a group of about 500
I ndonesi an workers at atextile factory in Nilai, Negeri Senbilan | ast
Thursday after policetried to detain 16 of their coll eagues for drug
abuse.

Atotal of 125 of themhave been arrested in connection with the
ranpage i n whi ch t hey overturned police vehicles, ransacked facilities at
their hostel and jeered at security personnel.

Just three days after the riot, about 70 I ndonesi an construction
wor kers armed with nmachetes went on anot her ranpage and danaged foodstalls
run by fellowlndonesians i n Dengkil, near Putrajaya.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who was outraged by
their unruly behavi our, said foreigners who did not obey Mal aysi an | aws
woul d not be tol erat ed.

Jacob, who had two days ago apol ogi sed to the Mal aysi an gover nnent over
the incident, said he understood Dr Mahathir's sentinent.

"There's a possibility that we will visit Malaysia to extend our forna
apol ogy. There's nothing wong in asking for an apol ogy but we still want a
first-hand report fromour official," he said.

I ndonesi ans forned t he bi ggest nunber of foreign workers nunbering
about 700,000 in the country.

- - BERNANA

OPP TS



	THROW OUT BAD ONES, ACCEPT THE REST, SAYS INDON MINISTER (Bernama 23/01/2002)

