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Mahat hi r - Myanmar
SUU KYI' S RELEASE A PROGRESS TOMRDS DEMOCRACY | N MYANMAR

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the rel ease of pro-denpcracy opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi after
19 nonths of house arrest is a progress towards denocracy in Myanmar.

Asked whet her the rel ease was a nmajor step forward, he said: "I think
it is a progress. | think we should accept it."

The prinme mnister was speaking to reporters after delivering his
keynot e address at the 35th International General Meeting of the Pacific
Basi n Econoni ¢ Council (PBEC), here.

Dr Mahathir al so commended the Myanmar nilitary governnent.

"Bot h si des should be comrended. | don't think anything can be achi eved
overni ght," he said.

The rel ease of Suu Kyi by the ruling junta was a breakt hrough after
nore than a decade of political stal emate.

The 56-year-ol d Nobel peace | aureate has been confined to her hone with
her tel ephone |ine cut since Septenber 2000 after trying to defy a
government ban on travel outside the capital, Yangon

Suu Kyi energed as a | eader of Myanmar's denocracy novenent in 1988
after the nmlitary suppressed anti-governnent protests. The military has
ruled the country since 1962

Myanmar is a nenber of the 10-nmenber grouping of the Association of
Sout heast Asi an Nations (Asean). The others are Brunei, Canbodi a,

I ndonesi a, Laos, Mal aysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and and
Vi et nam
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