16 MAY 2002
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
SI NGAPORE, MALAYSI A WORKI NG ON DATE TO MEET AGAI N ON PACKAGE

SI NGAPCORE, May 16 (Bernanm) -- Singapore and Mal aysia are expected to
soon settle on a date to resune negotiati ons over the package of
out standi ng i ssues that has stalled and wei ghed down ties over the past
three years, said the republic's Foreign M nister S. Jayakumar today.

Updating Parliament on the status of the package during the debate on
his mnistry's budget, Jayakumar said that his Ml aysi an counterpart, Datuk
Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, had suggested alternatives to Si ngapore's proposed
dates and of ficials were working on a conveni ent date.

Central to the package i s renewed water supply to Singapore which has
indicated that it must rely | ess on water fromMal aysia to remove a thorn
in their relationship.

Jayakumar al so said that Singapore had replied yesterday to a note from
Mal aysia that its | and recl amati on works in Pul au Tekong caused
transboundary environnental inmpact on Malaysia's territorial waters and
narrowed the wat erway i n Kual a Johor.

He said that the all egati ons were unsubstanti ated and | acked
particul ars.

"W therefore rem nded the (Mal aysi an) hi gh commi ssioner to ask his
governnent to send us a note item sing the concerns in detail for us to
study, " he said.

Jayakumar said that the outstandi ng package and the | and recl anati on
i ssues had becone the bell-wethers for the course of the bilatera
rel ati onshi p.

He said that it was natural to conclude that the ties were at a | ow
poi nt based on the two i ssues and other matters that had hogged t he
headl i nes in recent nmonths but he consi dered the choppy patch norna
bet ween i medi at e nei ghbours.

" Si ngapore and Mal aysi a share a conplex, an interlinked rel ationship,
and keeping it on an even keel is never an easy task. Therefore both sides
shoul d vi ew Si ngapore-Mal aysi a rel ations not in an enoti onal sense, bogged
down by historical baggage but froma pragmati c and | onger termperspective
rather than try to seek short-termgains through one upmanship," he said.

During the debate, several Menbers of Parlianent spoke on the need to
di scard the historical baggage fromthe separation of the two countries in
the 60s to resol ve the package

They al so spoke strongly agai nst reported remarks by Ml aysi an Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad that |ike in skinning a cat, there
wer e many ways to skin Singapore in the econom c conpetition between the
two countries

One MP said that Singapore was no pussy cat but a lion, a second called
it a Freudian slip by Dr Mahathir that was unhel pful to bilateral ties.
Anot her said that if the remark was made by Si ngapore, it woul d have
created a ruckus outside the Singapore mssion in Kuala Lunpur.

There were al so suggestions that the spate of nedi a reports agai nst
Si ngapor e across t he Causeway was a case of Mal aysi a agai n nmaki ng Si ngapor e
t he bogeynman ahead of a general el ection

Jayakumar sai d that Singaporeans should take the remarks in their
stride as Singapore had been call ed nanmes before likealittle red dot, a
pi npl e that woul d not burst or that its people were accused of being
t hi ck- ski nned.

Si ngapor eans i nstead shoul d note the underlyi ng nessage of Dr



Mahat hir' s met aphor and gear up for the seriousness of the conpetition.

Jayakumar al so noted that despite the roller-coaster ties, the two
countries had kept open t he comuni cati on channel and exchanged visits by
mnisters and officials fromboth sides.

Menmber of Parliament Zai nul Abi di n Rasheed di sagreed with Dr Mahathir's
statement that Mal ays here did not have a place and suggested that the
Mal aysi an | eader visit Singapore to have a better understanding of their
position.
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