25 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - BN
ABI DE BY DECI SI ON ON SEAT ALLOCATI ON, BN COVPONENT PARTI ES TOLD

JOHOR BAHARU, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today cal |l ed on Bari san Nasional (BN) conponent parties to
readi ly accept seats allocated to their respective parties in the next
general el ection.

Dr Mahathir said that he was maki ng the appeal at this early stage so
that when a deci sion had been made by himas the BN chairman, they would
abi de by t he deci sion.

"Let's say there are additional seats available (in the next genera
el ection). Inevitably, there will be BN conponent parties which will not
get everything they want...but none will not get anything at all," he said
when cl osing the Johor BN convention at the Johor Baharu Gty Counci
i ndoor stadi um here.

Dr Mahathir said that all the 14 BN conponent parties nust abide by the
deci si on because the allocation woul d be done with fairness to all the
parties.

"I"mappealing at this early stage...when | nake the decision, please
abide by it," he said.

Dr Mahathir raised the matter when he spoke on the core principles of
the BN which strives to overcone differences through discussions.

"And sonetines we do get but sonetinmes we don't. Everyone wants nore
for hinself...nobody wants | ess. But, sonetinmes we cannot get what we ask
for, what we hope for and we nust accept the fact that it's not our turn
this time, that is if we do have additional seats," he said.

The BN chairman said that if there were additional seats available, the
question of who and which parties would be allocated the seats would arise
and certainly some nmay not get.

"There will be parties which will not get. But not altogether...just
not getting what they want. They woul d want several seats...Umo may want
all for itself, the MCA may want half the nunmber. So, if Umo takes all
the MCA half the nunber, what will the MC get? Certainly nothing," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said that all the conmponent parties shoul d accept
this fact.

"Believe it... we'll make allocation with fairness to all parties.
That's our way," he said to the appl ause of thousands of people present
i ncludi ng Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman and MCA presi dent
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik

Dr Mahathir al so warned of the possibility that the vari ous conponent
parties may be frustrated as a result of shifts of constituencies and
voters noved to anot her constituency.

"“I'"'msaying this because eventually I'Il be the one to decide and so
' mmaki ng an appeal at this early stage that when | nake the deci sion,
pl ease abide by it," he said.

"But if we were to use the scale (the BN s synbol)...weighing what we
shoul d and shouldn't, | think it's nore inclined to what we should...so, we
shoul d just accept it," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he was al ways very happy when comng to
Johor due to, anobng others, Johor's solid support for the BN and Umo.
"Right fromthe begi nning, Johor has been giving solid support to Ummo," he
said, adding that he truly hoped that Johor would maintain its 100 per cent
BN victory in the next general election like in 1995 and 1999.



Dr Mahathir said that he wants the Johor BN to ensure that the people
woul d continue to give their support to the BN and not all ow the opposition
especially PAS to erode the BN s strength in the state.

"Never allow PAS into Johor...its violence, lies and all egations, and
m srepresentation of the religion will pollute the state,” he said.

"As such, take care of Johor so that it remains clean and safe," he
sai d.

Earlier, he and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali were accorded a
traditional wel come at the grounds of the stadi um
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