17 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Si padan
DR M SI PADAN- LI G TAN DECI SI ON SHOULD NOT AFFECT M SI A- | NDONESI A Tl ES

PETALI NG JAYA, Dec 17 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he does not think the ruling by the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
that the Si padan and Ligitan i sl ands off Borneo bel ong to Mal aysi a woul d
affect bilateral ties between Ml aysi a and | ndonesi a.

"Both sides have agreed to refer the matter to the 1CJ, and that
deci sion neans that we are willing to accept whatever ruling that was nade.

"There was a possibility that the decision would not be in our favour
(Even) if it were not in our favour, we woul d have accepted,” the Prine
M nister told a press conference at the Air Force base i n Subang here
tonight on his return froma two-day visit to Japan

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a hoped that there would not be any nore clai nms
on the islands by anyone following the I CJ ruling.

The court's decision today is binding and settles a 30-year dispute
over the sovereignty of the islands between I ndonesi a and Mal aysi a.

In a 16:1 decision, the court ruled in favour of Mal aysia on the basis
that the i slands have been in the control and adm ni stration of Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had all along felt that the islands bel onged
toit and had all the evidence to back its claim

However, the | CJ had to hear the argunents of the I ndonesian side and
it was possible that | ndonesia nm ght have other information, he said.

"But we are thankful that this problemhas finally been settled
peaceful ly," he said.
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