24/ 10/ 2002

Naj i b: Abdul |l ah has what it takes to |l ead the country

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak today
descri bed party deputy president, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, as a
man of nuch experience and one with the right background to | ead the
country.

He said Abdul I ah' s eventual ascendance next year woul d provide a degree
of stability and continuity which would ensure a snooth transfer of power
with the | east possible disruption.

He said it would be unrealistic to expect everything to remain the sane
when the new | eadership enmerged as there would definitely be a new
political dinension.

"Since Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s announcenent on
his retirenent next year, the country has been placed on the politica
successi on node.

"However, instead of uncertainty and unpredictability, the succession
process has been made cl ear and unanbi guous. This is the hall mark of
Mal aysi an political |eadership.”

Naji b, who is Defence Mnister, said this in his speech at a dinner
organi sed by the National Press d ub.

He said Umo had noved on beyond the 1999 general election with many
i mprovenents since then.

However, he said, Umo needed to continue working hard, both within the
party and the Malay comunity.

"Umo nmust remain to be the only party that can guarantee the success of
the Malay community which is changing,” he said.

Najib said there were some who clainmed to be religious | eaders who
opposed the Government's forward-|ooking policies and branded t hem as
bei ng secular and not Islamc despite their enornmous success in uplifting
the state of the unmah.

"W need to seriously address this dilemma. Umo is a very strong and
resilient party and I am confident that we can find our own effective ways
to manage these energi ng issues.”

On the country's economc direction, Najib said a war against Iraqg and
its inpact on oil prices will have untold inplications.

"It rekindles the menories of the oil shock of the early 1970s. The fate
of the United States economy will also determ ne the state of the world
econony and hence, the regional econom es. Such is the interdependent
nature of the world today."

He said, recent history had shown that the Ml aysian econony was
resilient "and with prudent policies, we could nanage our own econony".

Najib al so praised the local nmedia for its positive role in nmaking and
bui |l di ng Mal aysia as well as being present in covering and anal ysi ng
governnment events and policies.

"Al though there will always be a debate between the kind of roles that
the medi a should play, that is in taking an antagonistic stance or a
cooperative one. Wat is inportant is for the nedia to be a reflection of
soci ety.

"I'n other words, the nmedia's standing should be in tandemwth the
society in which it operates. A responsible and responsive nedia is
arguably the best formof journalism" he said.

Later, Najib said Umo should continue with its own i mage and not
enmulate Pas in its struggle to win the people's heart.



"Pas is only a superficial Islamc nodel with no substance. However,
peopl e are swayed by its inmage. W need to convice the people, especially
the villagers, about this. Umo has to stand and fight its own battle."

To a question on his position in the succession plan drawn up by Dr
Mahathir, Najib said: "W will cross the bridge when we cone to it."
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