06/ 07/ 2002

Naj i b: Leave DPM choice to Abdul | ah

PEKAN, Fri. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak said today it was
best for his superiors in the party to advise on who becones Deputy Prine
M ni ster when Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad resigns in October next year.

"Advise party nenbers ... let's leave it to Pak Lah (Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi) and the Prine Mnister ... 1'd
rat her not say anything."

Naji b was asked to el aborate on his statenent in Alor Star yesterday on
the i ssue of who woul d succeed Abdul | ah as Deputy Prine Mnister.

Naji b, who is also Defence Mnister, had admtted yesterday that he was
surprised by Dr Mahathir's statenent naming him (Najib) as the possible
successor to Abdul | ah.

The Menber of Parliament for Pekan, however, declined to speak further
on the matter today when net by reporters after openi ng Pahang Perkims
AGM here. "Better not (to say anything) ... no further statenents on
this."
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