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Mahat hi r- Naj i b
NAJI B MOST QUALI FI ED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Zul kefli Salleh

BANGKOK, July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
that he sees Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as the npbst qualified candi date,
and the nost senior and experienced in the governnent, to be appointed
deputy prinme mnister.

The prinme mnister said his purpose in hinting that the defence
m ni ster m ght be appointed to the post at a neeting with the Kubang Pasu
Umo committee nmenbers | ast Wednesday was not to "bind" his deputy, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, to pick Najib when he (Dr Mahathir) retired.

"Its not to bind, ny aimis that there should be no tussle (for the
post), and as Najib is the nbst senior...| see in this case the best
candidate in ternms of seniority and nost experienced in the governnent is
Najib," he told Malaysian journalists here before | eaving for hone after a
two-day visit to Thail and

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, waa asked to clarify his
statement nade at the neeting with the Kubang Pasu Umo representative and
whet her it was binding on Abdullah in his choice of a deputy.

The prime mnister has naned Abdul | ah as his successor when he steps
down after COctober next year.

Dr Mahathir said it was up to Abdull ah to choose any one of the Umo
| eaders to be the deputy prinme mnister.

On the post of acting deputy Umo president, Dr Mahathir said he was
not sure what was witten in the party constitution on the matter but in
his own case, when he was appoi nted deputy prine mnister, he was al so
appoi nted acting deputy Umo president until he was endorsed at the party
el ections.

"I don't know if the process is not contained in the Umo constitution
and is only our practice, | don't want to know...it's the duty of the
prospective president, it's up to him" he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that under the plan for the transition of power,
the Umo suprene council had agreed to hold the party el ections, schedul ed
for next year, only after the general election to prevent any disruption in
the latter.

Asked about his retirement plans, he said he planned to wite about his
experiences in the political, econom c and social spheres to share them
wi th others.

He al so pl anned to speak at various fora and be sort of a spokesman for
the many good ideas in Malaysia that needed to be given publicity.
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