05/ 07/ 2002
Najib: I"msurprised at being considered by Dr Mahathir for DPM post

Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Ummo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak said he was
surprised with the Prinme Mnister's statement about hi m being consi dered
as Deputy Prime Mnister when there was a change in the country's

| eader shi p.

"I don't knowif it's an endorsenment (from Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad) but it was a statenment by the Prime Mnister and | suppose it
carries the sane wei ghtage as other statenents fromhim" he said.

Asked if he was prepared to assune duties as Deputy Prine Mnister and
if there had been a conpronise anong Umo | eaders, Najib said: "When the

time comes we'll let the | eadership decide ... | don't dare answer if
there was a conprom se.
"Right now we'll just continue with our work."

Naji b said Umo | eaders woul d continue working hard as a team and
respect Dr Mahathir's wish for a reduction in internal politicking and
| obbyi ng for posts.

He said this when asked to commrent on Dr Mahathir's statenent during a
nmeeting with the Kubang Pasu Umo division committee menbers yesterday.

Dr Mahathir was reported to have said that when he was no | onger Prine
M ni ster, Pak Lah (Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw )
woul d be the Prinme M nister and perhaps Najib would be Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

However, he was happy that both Umo | eaders were willing to wait 16
nmonths to get the posts.

Dr Mahathir said the situation was different sone tine back when there
was a | eader who wanted to seize power fromhimby toppling himfromthe
Prime Mnister's post.
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