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Pendang- Synpat hy
THE RCOLE OF SYMPATHY VOTES | N PENDANG, ANAK BUKI T

By: Jamal udi n Muhanad

PENDANG, July 2 (Bernama) -- On June 22, thousands cried upon hearing
t he shocki ng news that Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is to
step down after being at the nation's helmfor 21 years.

The next day, thousands al so cri ed when PAS Presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor
di ed.

Anong t hose who wept are voters in the Pendang Parlianentary
constituency and Anak Bukit state constituency. Both were represented by
the | ate Fadzil.

Howwi | | they translate their synpathy into votes on polling day, July
18, for both by-el ections?

Bari san Nasi onal and PAS have no answer but both agreed synpathy votes
will play a bigrole in the two by-el ections.

Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Muhanmad Tai b, Umo Vice President and
coordi nator for both by-el ections, said synpathy votes could play arole to
a certain degree

"Synpathy votes as a result of the two events can play a role but we do
not knowto what extent," said Kedah PAS Comi si oner Haji Azi zan Abdul
Razak.

He said the death of Fadzil would remain fresh in the voters' nind even
on pol l'ing day.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said if PAS used
the death of Fadzil to gain synpathy votes, voters could al so showtheir
synpat hy and | ove for Dr Mahat hir when casting their votes.

"I believe the BNwill gain nore synpat hy votes than PAS based on the
strong support shown by the people,” he said.

Political scientist Associate Prof Dr Mohamed Mustafa | shak said the
fact that PAS had shortlisted Fadzil's son Dr Anmar as one of its possible
candi dat es showed t hat they were banki ng on synpat hy vot es.

He said synpathy votes for PAS woul d be nerely based on synpat hy
different with "positive synpathy" for BNwhere voters woul d transl ate
their support for Dr Mahathir's nove to remain in the governnent and hol d
party posts until Cctober next year, into votes.

Voters al so could use their "positive synpathy" votes this tine to pay
back for their m stake i n choosing the oppositioninthe | ast genera
el ection.

However, he believed that voters nowadays were smart enough not to be
too carried away by their own enotion

Dr Mohaned believed voters i n Pendang and Anak Bukit woul d be rati onal
when casting their votes by taking into considerationthe rapid devel oprent
of the country and howthe country energed fromthe econonic recession
conpared with other countries in the region.
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