07 NOV 2002
Mahat hi r - Snap
NAP SHOULD BE REHABI LI TATED, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t oday that the deregi stered Sarawak Nati onal Party (Snap),
whi ch was one of the four conponent parties in the ruling Barisan Nasional
(BN) in Sarawak, should be rehabilitated through a new party.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the coalition was prepared
to consider admtting the newparty if an application was nade.

There shoul d not be any opposition to the setting up of the new party,
he told reporters after [aunching Proton's newnodels -- Proton Waja 1.8
and Proton Arena 1.5 -- at Dataran Putra here.

Asked whether the BN was prepared for the possibility of two new
parties being set up by former Snap | eaders, he said: "We will have to
assess".

The Regi strar of Societies (ROS) announced two days ago the
deregi stration of Snap, set up in 1961, following the party's failureto
resolve its | eadership crisis.

The party had four Menmbers of Parlianment includi ng Deputy Nati onal
Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M ni ster Tiki Lafe and six state assenbl ynen.

The Sarawak BN, which held its nmeeting yesterday, reached a decision to
allowthe MPs and state assenblynmen to join the three renai ni ng BN
conmponent parties -- Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak United
Peopl e's Party (SUPP) and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) -- while
awai ti ng the outcone of the party's appeal or approval of applications to
set up new parti es.

A breakaway group of Snap, |ed by Datuk WIIliamMwwan anak | kom who is
state Environnent and Health M nister, has applied to the ROSto set up a
new party to be call ed Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP).

Two days ago, Snap president Datuk Amar Janes Wng sai d t hat he was
consi deri ng whet her to appeal agai nst the deregistration of the party to
the Home M nister or refer to the court the ROS' decision to deregister the
party.
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