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NATI ONAL HAART FORUM 2002 EMPHASI SES COUNSELI NG AND TREATNMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 15 (Bernama) -- Trai ned counsellors can play a vital
role in shaping positive mental attitude anong H V/ Aids patients, which in
turn can have a profound i npact on the effectiveness of the nedical
treatnent given, the Ml aysian Aids Council (MAC) said today.

Besi des nedi cal treatnment, patients needed support to cope with the
enotional trauna of a debilitating disease, it said.

Wth this in mnd, the council today organi sed the National HAART
(Hi ghly Active Antiretroviral Therapy) Forum 2002 whi ch enphasi ses t he
training of H V/ Aids heal thcare profesionals in counseling patients.

MAC president, Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, is hoping that the forum
will bring much benefit to the participants in the area of treatnent
counsel ling and that the benefits will be passed to the patients.

"At the same tine the forumw |l act as a platformfor updates on H 'V
managenent and sharing of strategi es anmong H V specialists a well as
counsellors,” she told reporters after opening the two-day forum here.

The forum thened "Take HAART!", will focus on the use of conbinations
of antiretroviral drugs that have resulted in a dramatic inprovenent in the
heal th status of a |large nunber of H V-infected individuals.

Held for the second time, it will cover tal ks on governnment policies
and initiatives in the managenent of H 'V patients, current advances in
antiretroviral (ARV) treatnent, H V pathogenesis and H V therapy in
chil dren.

A renowned specialist from Thailand, Dr Kiat Ruxrugtham who is also
the Deputy Director of the H V-NAT (H V Netherlands, Australia, Thail and
Research Col | aboration), will be sharing his experience with the
partici pants.

In conjunction with the forum the Ml aysi an Ai ds Foundati on, MAC s
fund-raising arm received a contribution of RM0, 000 froman international
phar maceuti cal conpany, Merck Sharp and Dohne (MSD).

Currently, an average of 13 H V/Aids cases are reported daily in the
country.

Atotal of 4,502 H V/Aids-rel ated deaths were reported in the country
up to | ast year.
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