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Nati onal interest, security and Dr Mahathir's | eadership

Aski ah Adam

MALAYSI A, as announced by the Mnister of Defence recently, wll be
signing a Letter of Intent for the purchase of Polish-nmade battle tanks,
maki ng this the country's latest mlitary hardware procuremnent.

The decision to buy was nade during the Prime Mnister's visit to Pol and
earlier this year

This buying is necessary as the Governnment has not been naking any
si zeabl e purchase of major defence equipnent in a long tinme.

Consequently, the Arned Forces has not undergone any capability
upgradi ng, a problem made urgent by the quantumleap in warfare technol ogy
over the |ast two decades.

America's Afghan adventure is a clear denpnstration of not just a huge
advance in mlitary technol ogy, it showed too an omi nous devel opnent in
the art of nodern warfare.

No | onger is conmand and control done insitu.

Instead, the |ocations of war theatres have become increasingly nore
incidental to effective strategic control

In the Afghan instance, the Taliban were defeated froma control centre
| ocated in, as far away as, Florida.

The change has been so dramatic that the current mlitary buzzword is
"transformation", indicating a nove "from heavy, slow noving forces to
lighter, nore agile units enploying the latest information technology to
wage conputerised warfare,” to quote a recent edition of the Econom st

Such a devel opnent nust, therefore, demand an i rmedi ate response on
Mal aysi a's part, one made inperative by current devel opments in the
politics of international relations that threaten to destabilise many
parts of the world.

Apathy is no | onger an option given the Bali blasts, whoever the
perpetrator may be.

Be it Western subversion, as alleged by some, or al-Qaeda aggression, as
clainmed by others, the signal is unequivocal - the country's defence nust
be strengthened substantially and instantly.

An at nosphere of inpending mlitaristic threat fromeither terrorismor
i nperialism or even both, calls for unusual |evels of dedication to
national interest in all respects.

That national interest is paranmount goes w thout saying, making the
negotiations for mlitary hardware procurement extrenely inportant because
in every sale and purchase exercise the intention of the vendor is to
maxi m se profit, while the buyer nust optim se val ue-for-noney.

The two objectives are not always conpati bl e.

Eval uation is then indispensable and is acconplished by testing the
product and studying its prom sed potential and past performance.

The last is indeed a very dependabl e gui de for machi nes and, nore so,
nman.

This is the rational e behind resunes, curriculumvitae and bi odata.

And, a nost enviable resunme nmust surely belong to the Prinme M nister

He delivered before and, all things being equal, he should also deliver
in the future.

Hence, the very high regard held for himby many, including his critics.

Two decades of his prem ership have brought unprecedented growth to nost
parts of the country governed by Bari san Nasi onal

Even an unexpected financial meltdown and the ensui ng econom ¢ sl owdown



have done not hi ng but enhanced his reputation

Internationally, he is a force to be reckoned with.

Is it any wonder, then, that there is an ongoi ng appeal for the Prine
Mnister to stay on, if not in office then, in Parlianment at |east,
despite his stated desire to step down.

It is, therefore, confusing when a few in powerful positions rebuke sone
for voicing what is not an uncommon desire anong the public.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ooks to be in good health.

He is, too, in conplete control of his faculties as evidenced by an
uni mpaired lucidity.

He remains a highly respected international |eader

Wiy shoul d the nation not choose to show its continued confidence in the
Prime Mnister's | eadership?

After all, is not the choice to be or not to be his, ultimtely?

Why then the absurd rush to denounce what is a reasonabl e appeal ?

Because, it is argued, there ought to be respect for the decision nmade
by Dr Mahathir.

Yet, is it disrespectful to renonstrate with himin the nane of nationa
interest?

To beseech himfor a little nore of his tinme and tutel age.

Is it not the biggest honour for himif the people were to say, "Please
stay if you can because we still need you but, if you nmust go we will
under stand and respect your decision?"

Instead, we are expected to say, "Thank you and CGodspeed."

Granted, that the quicker the change the earlier will Dr Mahathir's
successful tutelage manifest itself.

He is on record, several tinmes over, as having voiced confidence in his
anoi nted successor's ability.

In a time of serious global flux, however, circunspection is not a bad
thing, no matter how unflattering it is to any particul ar individual

Rat her, national interest requires that every citizen |live beyond the
l[imted confines of selfinterest, Dr Mahathir included.

Regardl ess of whether they are friend or foe, therefore, he nust weigh
t he consequences of ignoring those voices.

Yes, missiles and warships, fighter jets and bonbs, battle tanks and
el ectronic warfare can be bought to strengthen our national defence.

The nore the better, and nore of the nost advanced woul d be best.

No matter what is said of defence expenditure, it must surely be obvious
that an overtly pacifist perspective can |eave the country in the lurch at
t he nost awkward nonents.

A cauti ous bal ance anong social, economic and military devel oprment
shoul d then be the road pursued.

Nevert hel ess, at the end of the day it is | eaders who nust nake
deci sions and cone up with the right bal ance of diplomacy, alliances and
mlitary preparedness.

Because proof of the pudding is in the eating, there can be no doubting
Dr Mahathir's ability, either at the helmor as a very senior voice of
reason. As such, if he can stay, then he shoul d.
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